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OUR  COVER 

The  cover  is  a  composite  picture, 
showing  a  family  sitting  down 
to  a  banquet  of  earth's  bounties; 
on  the  wall  the  artist  has  framed  an 
inset  of  Broughton's  famous  paint- 
ing of  Pilgrims  on  their  way  to 
worship. 

There  was  some  hesitation  about 
showing  so  sumptuous  a  spread  of 
good  things  to  eat,  when  many  peo- 
ples of  the  earth— even  in  America- 
are  hungry.  However,  the  main  pic- 
ture represents  an  ideal,  rather  than 
an  actuality. 

Thanksgiving  had  its  origin  in  the 
fact  that  after  long  months  of  want 
and  privation,  the  Lord  so  blessed 
the  Pilgrims  of  New  England  that 
they  had  more  than  enough  for  all 
their  needs.  At  the  first  observation 
of  Thanksgiving,  the  products  of 
field,  garden,  and  the  hunt  weighted 
the  table  most  generously. 

Sunday  School  pupils  the  world 
over  may  well  learn  a  lesson  from 
the  Pilgrims  who  attended  to  their 
religious  duties  under  the  greatest 
personal  dangers  and  hardships,  and 
yet  who  gave  thanks  to  God  for  His 
many  blessings.  In  modern  times, 
whether  in  the  home  of  the  wealthy 
or  the  cottage  of  the  humble,  we 
have  need  to  render  thanks  for  the 
gifts  that  have  been  bestowed  upon 
us.   (See  also  page  326.) 

Photos  by  H.  Armstrong  Roberts 
and  Perry  Pictures;  art  work  by  Dick 
Carter. 
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THAT    KEEPS    ON    GIVING    THE    YULE  x  MESSAGE! 


BE  DIFFERENT,  GIVE 

The  Instructor 
THIS  CHRISTMAS. 

For  special  friends  and  loved 
ones,  give  them  a  monthly 
visitor  that  will  keep  remind- 
ing them  of  the  true  spirit 
of  Christmas  —and  of  you. 
Add  up  the  blessings. 


The  Instructor  brings:  a 
monthly  message  from  Presi- 
dent David  O.  McKay,  and 
inspirational  articles  from 
some  of  the  best  minds  in  the 
Church  .  .  .  plus  an  array  of 
beautiful  pictures. 

*        o        a 

YOUR  CHRISTMAS  CARD 
WILL  BE  SENT  FREE!    A 


beautiful  Christmas  card  with 
both  the  name  of  the  one  re- 
ceiving the  gift  and  your 
name  will  be  mailed  for  you 
by  the  Instructor  office. 

Again  and  again  you'll  be 
thanked  for  this  practical, 
different  Christmas  gift  that 
is  so  easy  to  arrange. 


Use  the  forms  on  the  folloiving  page  and  mail  your  order  now! 


|our  Christmas  Gift  Order  forms . . .  f his  Irar  &m  The  Instructor 
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Editorial 


Painting  by  Robert  L.  Shepherd. 

In  answer  to  Joseph  Smith's  earnest  prayers,  the  Boy  Prophet  received 

revelations  of  greatest  importance. 


in  Itktiwt  fttyer 

1>y  ^President  ^David  0.  zMcKay 


"He  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe 

that  He  is,  and  that  He  is  a  rewarder 

of  them  that  diligently  seek  Him." 

—Hebrews  11:6. 


Drayer  is  the  pul- 
sation  of  a 
yearning,  loving 
heart  in  tune  with 
the  Infinite.  It  is  a 
message  of  the  soul 
sent  directly  to  a 
loving  Father.  The 
language  is  not 
mere  words  but  spirit  vibration. 

If  parents  and  teachers  would 
teach  their  children  to  live  upright 
lives,  they  themselves  must  live  up- 
rightly. If  they  would  teach  children 
to  pray,  they  must  first  have  prayer 
in  their  own  hearts.  Jesus  Christ, 
the  great  Teacher,  was  Himself  the 
embodiment  of  all  that  He  taught. 

Let  us  consider  the  essential  vir- 
tues in  effective  prayer. 

Faith 

The  first  and  most  fundamental 
virtue  is  Faith.  It  is  the  height  of 
folly,  if  not  deep  hypocrisy,  to  pre- 
tend to  pray  to  a  being  in  whom  one 
does  not  believe.  ".  .  .  He  that  com- 
eth to  God  must  believe  that  he  is, 
and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  seek  him."  (Hebrews 
11:6.)  A  disbeliever  in  the  efficacy 
of  prayer  implies  atheism;  a  belief 
in  God  brings  peace  to  the  soul.  An 
assurance  that  God  is  our  Father,  into 
whose  presence  we  can  go  for  com- 
fort and  guidance,  is  a  never  failing 
source  of  comfort. 

The  greatest  need  of  the  world 
today  is  a  sincere  faith  in  an  over- 
ruling providence.  Too  many  men 
have  forgotten  God  and  eliminated 
Him  from  their  lives;  they  have 
transgressed  His  laws;  they  have 
broken  the  everlasting  covenant. 
That  is  one  reason  why  there  is 
strife,  unrest,  and  suffering  in  the 
world. 

You  cannot  imagine  an  effective 
prayer  without  visualizing  and  feel- 
ing a  personal  God.  Think  as  you 
will,    you    cannot    conceive    of    a 
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power  beyond  personality.  Elec- 
tricity, the  atom,  all  the  mighty 
forces  that  man  has  discovered  are 
inferior  to  God's  greatest  creation- 
man.   Go  to  Him  in  faith,  believing. 

Reverence 

Reverence  is  another  essential  vir- 
tue in  effective  prayer.  This  virtue 
is  exemplified  in  the  model  prayer 
given  by  the  Savior  in  the  words 
"Hallowed  be  thy  name."  You  can 
imagine  an  irreverent  man  sneering 
at  things  holy,  but  you  cannot 
imagine  him  praying. 

Reverence  is  a  principle  which 
needs  emphasis  throughout  the 
Church;  it  needs  to  be  taught  by  ex- 
ample by  priesthood  officers  and  the 
auxiliary  teachers.  It  should  be  ex- 
emplified in  classrooms,  and  par- 
ticularly in  our  houses  of  worship. 

Sincerity 

A  third  essential  element  in  effec- 
tive prayer  is  Sincerity.  Prayer  is 
the  yearning  of  the  spirit.  The 
Savior  said: 

".  .  .  When  thou  prayest,  thou  shalt 
not  be  as  the  hypocrites  are:  for 
they  love  to  pray  standing  in  the 
synagogues  and  in  the  corners  of 
the  streets,  that  they  may  be  seen 
of  men.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  They 
have  their  reward. 

"But  thou,  when  thou  prayest, 
enter  into  thy  closet,  and  when  thou 
hast  shut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy 
Father  which  is  in  secret;  and  thy 
Father  which  seeth  in  secret  shall 
reward  thee  openly."  (Matthew 
6:5-6.) 

The  wicked  king  in  Hamlet  sensed 
the  futility  of  insincere  praying  when 
he  cried,  "My  words  fly  up;  my 
thoughts  remain  below.  Words  with- 
out thoughts  never  to  Heaven  go." 

Sincere  praying  implies  that  when 
we  ask  for  any  virtue  or  blessing  we 
should  work  for  the  blessing  and 
cultivate  the  virtue.  A  good  and 
striking  example  of  the  effectiveness 
of  this  kind  of  praying  is  George 
Washington  Carver,  a  venerable 
Negro. 

On  one  occasion  some  students 
and  others  who  were  on  the  campus 
at  Harvard  saw  an  old  colored  man, 
rather  plainly  dressed,  walking  along, 
passing  by  unnoticed.  As  he  walked 
up  the  steps  to  one  of  the  buildings 
he  was  met  by  a  group  of  men  who 
were  waiting  for  him,  and  they 
ushered  him  into  the  presence  of 
some  of  the  leading  doctors  of  that 
institution.  He  was  George  Wash- 
ington   Carver,    who    was    born    a 


nameless  slave.  He  never  knew  his 
mother,  and  was  bought  back  by 
his  owner  in  exchange  for  an  old, 
broken-down  race  horse. 

When  men  look  at  his  accom- 
plishments today  they  declare  he 
was  a  genius,  and  undoubtedly  they 
are  right.  The  basis  of  that  genius, 
however,  was  a  prayerful  soul. 

When  a  section  of  our  country 
was  suffering  terribly  from  a  diseased 
crop,  people  sent  Dr.  Carver  some 
specimens  of  their  diseased  plants. 
He  told  them  what  was  wrong  and 
how  to  cure  it.  After  his  treatment 
had  proved  correct,  they  sent  him 
a    check    for    $100,    promising    the 


"And  they  shall  also  teach  their  chil- 
dren to  pray  and  to  walk  uprightly 
before  the  Lord." 

—Doctrine  and  Covenants  62:28. 


same  amount  monthly.  He  sent  back 
the  check  telling  them  that  as  God 
did  not  charge  anything  for  grow- 
ing the  peanuts,  he  should  not 
charge  anything  for  curing  them. 

One  day  he  was  asked  how  he 
found  time  for  all  his  accomplish- 
ments. He  answered,  "Chiefly  be- 
cause I  have  made  it  a  rule  to  get  up 
every  morning  at  4  o'clock.  I  go 
out  into  the  woods.  Alone  there  with 
the  things  I  love  most,  I  gather 
specimens  and  study  the  great  les- 
sons that  Nature  is  so  eager  to  teach 
me.  In  the  woods  each  morning, 
while  most  other  persons  are  sleep- 
ing, I  best  hear  and  understand  God's 
plan  for  me."  And  he  continued,  as 
he  bent  over  his  microscope,  "God 
has  been  mighty  good  to  this  poor, 
old  negro." 

A  newspaper  man  who  inter- 
viewed him  later  said  it  sounded 
like  a  benediction  when  he  said, 
"God  bless  you." 

A  reverent,  sincere  heart!  God  will 
answer  that  heart,  and  He  is  no 
respecter  of  persons.  Sincerity  of 
soul  brought  to  Joseph  Smith  his 
glorious  vision  in  the  spring  of  1820. 

Loyalty 

Another  essential  virtue  I  shall 
name  is  Loyalty.  Why  pray  for  the 
Kingdom  of  God  to  come  unless  we 
have  in  our  hearts  a  desire  and  a 
willingness  to  aid  in  its  establish- 
ment? Praying  for  His  will  to  be 
done  and  then  not  trying  to  live  it, 
gives  one  a  negative  answer  at  once. 

If  we  pray  for  the  success  of  some 
cause  or  enterprise,  manifestly  we 
are    in    sympathy   with    it.     When, 


therefore,  we  pray  for  the  Kingdom 
of  God  to  come  on  earth,  we  should 
work  for  its  establishment,  or  our 
prayers  are  mockeries.  It  is  the 
height  of  disloyalty  to  pray  for  God's 
will  to  be  done,  and  then  fail  to  con- 
form our  lives  to  that  will. 

Humility 

A  final  essential  virtue  is  Humility. 
Not  the  outward,  hypocritical  pre- 
tense of  a  Uriah  Heap,  but  a  humil- 
ity that  springs  from  the  heart,  from 
an  absence  of  self  -  righteousness. 
Self-respect  is  a  virtue,  but  self-con- 
ceit is  an  inhibition. 

The  principle  of  humility  and 
prayer  leads  one  to  feel  a  need  of 
divine  guidance.  Self-reliance  is  a 
virtue,  but  with  it  should  go  a  con- 
sciousness of  the  need  of  superior 
help.  A  consciousness  that  as  you 
walk  firmly  in  the  pathway  of  duty, 
there  is  a  possibility  of  your  making 
a  misstep,  and  with  that  conscious- 
ness is  a  prayer,  a  pleading  that  God 
will  inspire  you  to  avoid  that  false 
step.  Students  would  find  great  help 
in  their  studies  if  they  would  just 
grasp  that  truth. 

They  can  learn  their  lessons,  but 
with  the  inspiration  and  the  intelli- 
gence they  have  inherited  from  their 
parents,  their  native  ability,  there 
should  always  be  associated  a  con- 
sciousness that  there  is  something 
greater  to  accomplish  than  that 
which  their  own  native  ability  will 
give  them  power  to  accomplish.  A 
consciousness  that  God  can  inspire 
them  just  at  the  right  moment.  You 
do  not  have  to  kneel  down  to  get 
that  if  it  is  in  your  heart.  Remem- 
ber, prayer  is  a  soul  vibration. 

Students,  pray  for  divine  guidance 
and  you  will  find  that  you  will  have 
greater  success  in  your  studies. 

Teachers,  when  you  are  down- 
hearted and  discouraged  because 
you  cannot  get  some  boys  and  girls 
to  heed  your  teachings,  or  even  re- 
main quiet  in  the  class,  just  pray 
to  God  to  give  you  power  to  touch 
their  hearts.  Yearn  for  it,  and  you 
will  see  some  plan,  there  will  be  a 
flash  which  will  come  to  your  mind 
to  aid  you  in  winning  those  children. 

True  humility  is  a  consciousness 
that  here,  in  this  old  physical  world, 
one  may  be  in  harmony  with  an  in- 
finite power,  a  source  of  strength 
and  guidance;  and  I  testify  to  you 
that  this  is  true.  "Humility  is  not 
a  weak  quality;  it  must  be  carefully 
distinguished  from  a  groveling  spirit. 
There  is  such  a  thing  as  honest  pride 
and  self-respect.  Though  we  may  be 
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servants  of  all,  we  should  be  servile 
to  none." 

These  virtues  —  faith,  reverence, 
sincerity,  loyalty,  and  humility  —  you 
will  find  exemplified  in  the  Lord's 
prayer,  which  was  given  in  answer 
to  the  question  of  the  disciples: 
"Lord,  teach  us  how  to  pray." 

"Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven, 
.  .  ."  is  an  acknowledgment  of  His 
existence.  He  that  cometh  to  God 
must  believe  that  He  is. 

".  .  .  Hallowed  be  thy  name,"  ex- 
presses reverence. 

"Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be 
done,  .  .  ."  is  at  once  a  plea  for  its 
establishment  on  earth,  and  an  im- 
plied promise  loyally  to  cooperate  in 
bringing  peace  on  earth,  good  will 
to  men. 

"Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread," 
is  an  acknowledgment  of  our  de- 
pendence upon  God  for  our  very 
subsistence— at  least  that  we  are  in 
need  of  His  help  and  guidance  in 
all  our  constant  strivings. 

".  .  .  Forgive  us  our  debts  (or 
trespasses),  as  we  forgive  our  debt- 
ors," (or  those  who  trespass  against 
us)  makes  our  forgiveness  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  sincerity  of 
our  hearts  in  forgiving  others,  and 
upon  the  extent  to  which  we  render 
forgiveness.  That  is  a  wonderful 
principle— we  shall  get  forgiveness 
in  proportion  to  our  forgiveness  of 
those  who  have  offended  us.  That 
goes  into  the  very  soul,  the  very 
center  of  our  being,  and  that  is  the 
source  of  effective  prayer. 

".  .  .  Lead  us  not  into  temptation, 
but  deliver  us  from  evil:  .  .  ."  is  the 
yearning  plea  of  a  humble  heart  for 
strength  and  guidance  of  an  ac- 
knowledged Superior  Power. 

What  a  glorious  world  this  would 
be  if  in  our  homes,  in  our  business 
offices,  in  our  classrooms,  in  all 
phases  of  daily  life  we  could  feel  the 
presence  of  God— at  least  be  con- 
scious that  we  can  go  to  Him,  and 
have  Him  guide  us  and  keep  us 
throughout  the  day! 

God  give  us  power  to  pray  sin- 
cerely, to  live  worthily,  and  thus 
be  better  prepared  to  teach  effec- 
tively, I  humbly  pray  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


T  et  our  prayers,  like  the  ancient 
sacrifices,   ascend   morning   and 
evening.    Let  our   days  begin   and 
end  with  God. 

—Charming. 
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THE  ATONEMENT  AND  SALVATION 
Compiled  by  Gretchen  Schreiner 

Fifteen  questions  are  listed  below.  You  select  the  correct  answers  with  the 
help  of  your  Church  books,  then  place  the  key  letters  in  the  blank  spaces. 
When  all  the  spaces  are  filled  with  the  correct  key  letters,  the  vertical  line  will 
spell  out  an  important  name  in  recent  Church  history.  To  give  you  the  idea,  the 
first  answer  is  shown. 

"We  believe  that  through  the  Atonement  of 

Christ,  all  mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedi-  ( U )  The  First 

ence  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Gos-     W  ( V )  The  Second 

pel."  Which  Article  of  Faith  is  this?                  ........  (W)  The  Third 

"For  there  is   one  God,  and  one  mediator  (I)  Paul 

between    God    and    men,    the    man    Christ  (J)  Moses 

Jesus."  (I  Timothy  2:5.)    Who  said  this?        (K)  Matthew 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 

his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 

lieveth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  (K)  Luke 

everlasting  life."   This  is  3:16  of  which  Gos-  (L)  John 

pel?                                                                          (M)  Mark 

"For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  ( F )  Paul 

shall  all  be  made  alive."    (I  Corinthians  15:  (G)  Peter 

22. )  Who  said  this?                                            (H)  James 

"Little  children  cannot  repent;  wherefore,  it 

is  awful  wickedness  to  deny  the  pure  mercies  ( N )  The  Bible 

of  God  unto  them,  .   .   ."   (Moroni  8:19.)  (O)  The  Book  of  Mormon 

Where  is  this  found?                                           (P)  Doctrine  and  Covenants 

"Without  Adam's  transgression   —   children 

could  not  have  existed;  through  the  atone-  (R)  John  Taylor 

ment  they  are  placed  in  a  state  of  salvation  ( S )  Wilf ord  Woodruff 

without  any  act  of  their  own."  Who  said  this?  ( T )  Lorenzo  Snow 

Which  degree  of  glory  differs  from  the  high-  ( B )  Celestial 

est  as  the  moon  differs  from  the  sun  in  the  (C)  Telestial 

firmament?                                                              (D)  Terrestrial 

(W)  Telestial 

Even  which  glory  surpasses  all  understand-  (X)  Terrestrial 

ing?  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  76:89,  90.)       (Y)  Celestial 

"But  he  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions, 

he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities:  the  chas-  (M)  Peter 

tisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him;  and  (N)  Paul 

with  his  stripes  we  are  healed."  Who  was  he?  ( O)  Jesus 

"And  being   made  perfect,  he  became  the 

author  of  eternal  salvation  unto  all  them  that  (O)  Hebrews 

obey  him."  (5:9.)    To  whom  did  Paul  write  (P)  Timothy 

this?                                                                         (Q)  Colossians 

".  .  .  But  we  also  joy  in  God  through  our 

Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  we  have  now  (C)  Luke 

received   the    atonement."    (Romans   5:11.)  (D)  Paul 

What  apostle  wrote  this?                                     (E)  James 

"I  indeed  baptize  you  with  water  unto  re- 
pentance:  but  he  that  cometh  after  me  is  (R)  John  the  Baptist 
mightier  than  I  .  .  ."  (Matthew  3:11.)  Who  (S)  Job 
said  this?                                                                 (T)  Mark 

".  .  .  There  shall  be  a  resurrection  of  the  (S)  Peter 

dead,  both  of  the  just  and  unjust."   (Acts  (T)  John 

24:15.)    Who  said  this?                                       (U)  Paul 

"And  I  saw  the  dead,  small  and  great,  stand  ( F )  John  the  Revelator 

before  God."  (Revelation  20:12.)    Who  said  (G)  John  the  Baptist 

this?                                                                      (H)  Job 

(D)  The  Bible 

"It  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be  saved  in  (E)  The  Book  of  Mormon 

ignorance."  (131:6.)  Where  is  this  found?     (F)  Doctrine  and  Covenants 

( For  answer  turn  to  page  329. ) 
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'The  end  of  all  learning  is  to  know     Oractice  in  life  whatever  you  pray 
God,  and  out  of  that  knowledge  for,  and  God  will  give  it  to  you 


to  love  and  imitate  him. 


-Milton. 


more  abundantly. 


—Pusey. 
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Gathered  at  the  British  Temple  site  at  New  Chapel,  Surrey, 
England  are  President  David  O.  McKay  and  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  his  traveling  party.  Included  are  (I.  to  r.)  Architect 
jEdward  O.  Anderson,  Pres.  A.  Hamer  Reiser,  Dr.  Llewelyn  Mc- 
Kay, Pres.  Samuel  E.  Bringhurst  and  Pres.  William  F.  Perschon. 

17*leven  days  in  Europe!  Eleven  eventful,  abundant 
days,  filled  with  inspiration  for  the  scores  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  come  within 
the  range  of  the  presence  and  voice  of  President  David 
O.  McKay. 

The  President's  party  arrived  from  New  York  City 
by  Pan  American  Airlines  at  9:45  a.m.  Monday,  August 
3,  1953.  The  party  included  President  McKay,  Sister 
McKay,  Dr.  Llewelyn  R.  McKay  and  Church  Architect 
Edward  O.  Anderson.  We  met  them  at  the  London 
airport  and  took  them  to  the  Park  Lane  Hotel  on  Picca- 
dilly Street.  Here,  after  they  had  refreshed  themselves 
we  took  them  to  "Valerian"— the  home  of  the  president 
of  the  British  Mission. 

After  the  brief  stop  for  fruit  juice,  the  party  now 
increased  to  include  the  mission  presidency  and  staff 
from  the  headquarters  at  Ravenslea,  continued  on  to 
New  Chapel  in  Surrey,  24  miles  south  of  London  toward 
Brighton.  The  New  Chapel  site  was  designated  a  year 
ago  by  President  McKay  for  a  temple  site. 

President  McKay  desired  to  confirm  by  another 
careful  examination  his  orginal  judgment  that  New 
Chapel  was  everything  he  remembered  it  to  be  upon 
his  first  seeing  it  more  than  a  year  ago. 

His  memory  of  the  details  of  this  beautiful  property 
is  remarkable.  He  remembered  and  remarked  to  Sister 
McKay  and  Dr.  Llewelyn,  who  were  seeing  it  for  the 
first  time,  with  relation  to  the  heavy  oak  door,  the  flag- 
stones in  the  entrance  hall,  the  oak  paneled  "baronial" 
hall,  the  handcarved  designs  of  the  main  hall,  the  oak 
pillared  stairway. 

The  18  rooms,  and  eight  bathrooms,  the  merger  of 
medieval  and  modern  with  the  wonder  of  one  and  the 
comfort  of  the  other,  brought  enthusiastic  exclamations 
of  approval  from  the  President  and  Sister  McKay,  from 
Dr.  McKay  and  Architect  Anderson. 

The  lovely  formal  garden  provides  a  delightful 
climax  to  the  fascination  of  New  Chapel  House.  From 
the  main  hallway  another  handsome  oak  door  opens  on 
the  garden.  A  full  plate  glass  door  guarded  by  a  heavy 
wrought  iron  door  permits  an  all-weather  view  of  the 
garden. 

Through  this  doorway  the  President  and  his  com- 
panions passed  into  the  garden.   A  vista  of  noble  trees, 


Eleven  Days 

with 

President  McKay 


in 


Europe 


By  President  A.  Hamer  Reiser 


spacious  lawns,  hedges,  and  banks  of  rhododendron 
bushes  which  come  together  at  a  vanishing  point  far 
down  the  garden  give  an  illusion  of  great  depth  and 
distance. 

The  trees  and  shrubs  are  lovely  and  add  variety 
and  beauty  in  all  seasons.  There  are  roses,  peonies, 
crocuses,  snowdrops,  daffodils,  larkspurs,  lupin,  snap- 
dragons, the  flowering  trees,  the  many  hued  leaves  in 
multishades  of  green,  the  red  leaves  of  maple  and  the 
variety  of  evergreens. 

Our  London  attorney,  a  Cambridge  man,  Mr.  Reid 
Sharman,  upon  visiting  New  Chapel  with  me  earlier 
remarked  upon  the  treasures  we  have  in  the  bird  popu- 
lation. He  is  a  bird  lover.  Not  many  minutes  had 
passed  before  he  informed  me  that  the  trees  and  shrubs 
and  meadows  were  alive  with  birds  of  many  varieties. 
Nests  and  bird  songs  were  easy  for  him  to  observe  and 
to  identify. 

Happy  as  I  have  ever  seen  him,  President  McKay 
returned  to  London  in  the  afternoon,  satisfied  that  New 
Chapel  is  indeed  the  place  for  the  British  Temple. 

He  and  Architect  Anderson  decided  upon  the  area 
in  which  the  temple  would  be  built  and  a  new  axis 
developed  for  the  total  design  of  the  site.  The  present 
lovely  garden  and  the  "restored"  Tudor  mansion  are 
to  be  preserved  while  the  future  temple  will  dominate 
the  whole  area. 

Early  next  morning  we  left  with  President  McKay's 
party  from  London  airport  for  Basel,  Switzerland. 

President  William  F.  and  Sister  Perschon  of  the 
Swiss-Austrian  Mission,  President  Samuel  E.  Bringhurst 
on  a  special  temple  assignment,  and  Elder  Wilhelm 
Zimmer  of  the  mission  presidency,  greeted  the  Presi- 
dent's party  on  arrival  and  drove  us  to  mission  head- 
quarters. 

This  was  the  second  day. 

Early  next  morning  we  were  driven  through  the 
verdant  Swiss  countryside  to  Berne. 

The  temple  site  in  Switzerland  is  on  the  outskirts 
of  Berne.  That  lovely  city  is  in  the  near  distance  and 
the  Alps  in  the  far  distance.  This  clear,  bright  day 
brought  the  Alps  in  view.  Cloudy,  dull  days  of  rain 
obscure  the  mountains,  we  were  told.  But  this  day  was 
"dedication  weather"  as  President  McKay  described  it. 


324 


THE 


NSTRUCTOR 


The  dedication  assembly  had  already  gathered  be- 
fore President  McKay's  party  arrived. 

The  service  was  simple,  but  wondrously  impressive 
and  inspirational.  The  dedicatory  address  and  prayer 
were  delivered  with  the  quiet,  impressive  power  char- 
acterized of  President  McKay's  earnest  utterances. 
These  were  remarkable  for  his  thoughtfulness  and  for 
his  acknowledgment  of  the  graciousness  of  the  people 
and  of  the  officials  of  the  country  and  the  city  and  for 
his  interest  in  their  understanding  and  friendliness. 

The  services  attracted  Latter-day  Saints  from  many 
lands.  While  the  Swiss  outnumbered  others,  there  were 
members  from  Austria,  Germany,  Great  Britain  and 
America,  as  well  as  men  from  the  military  services  and 
"holiday"  visitors. 

After  the  dedicatory  services,  the  President's  party 
had  lunch  in  Berne.  After  seeing  the  famous  Bear 
Clock,  and  the  hungry  performing  bears  in  the  bear 
pit,  the  group  returned  by  automobile  to  Basel.  This 
ended  the  President's  third  day  in  Europe. 

The  fourth  day  was  spent  in  short  tours,  reading 
the  transcripts  of  the  dedicatory  service,  and  prepar- 
ing for  the  departure  of  the  President's  party  for  its 
return  to  London.  The  plane's  take-off  was  delayed 
due  to  failure  of  a  starter,  but  the  flight  was  smooth  and 
pleasant  and  arrival,  though  late,  put  the  party  in 
London  in  time  for  a  good  rest.  The  end  of  the  fourth 
day. 

Friday,  the  fifth  day,  President  and  Sister  McKay 
and  Dr.  Llewelyn  McKay  spent  shopping  in  London 
and  seeing  the  Kew  Gardens. 

Early  Saturday  morning  the  President,  Sister  McKay, 
Dr.  Llewelyn,  Sister  Reiser  and  I  left  London  by  plane 
for  Dublin,  en  route  to  Belfast  to  attend  the  fall  con- 
ference of  the  Irish  District.  Fog  over  Dublin  Airport 
prevented  landing.  Our  plane,  therefore,  flew  on  to 
Shannon  and  put  down  for  an  hour  and  a  half.  A  clear 
signal  was  received  and  our  plane  flew  back  to  Dublin 
by  1:15  p.m.  By  nonstop  train  the  party  left  Dublin  at 
2:25  p.m.  and  arrived  in  Belfast  at  5  p.m. 

President  Reiser,  Sister  Reiser  and  Dr.  Llewelyn 
McKay  attended  a  baptismal  service  at  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  Irish  District  in  Belfast,  Saturday  evening. 
Thus  ended  the  sixth  day. 

At  9  a.m.  Sunday  morning,  the  seventh  day,  Presi- 
dent McKay's  party  to  Ireland  attended  a  missionary 
meeting  where  the  missionaries  of  the  district  received 
instructions  from  the  mission  president,  bore  their  testi- 
monies, and  received  inspiration  from  President  Mc- 
Kay's instruction  and  testimony. 

The  11  a.m.  session  of  the  conference  featured  the 
Priesthood  and  Relief  Society  meetings  of  the  Con- 
ference. 

The  2  p.m.  session,  was  devoted  to  the  Primary 
program  and  the  address  of  President  McKay.  This 
is  thought  to  be  the  first  time  a  president  of  the  Church 
has  attended  district  conference  in  Ireland.  The  Saints 
and  the  President  were  delighted  with  the  opportunity. 

Early  Monday  morning  the  party  enplaned  for  Lon- 
don, arriving  at  9:45  a.m.  Elders  met  the  party  at 
Northolt  airport  and  drove  President  and  Sister  McKay 
and  Dr.  Llewelyn  to  the  Park  Lane  Hotel  in  Piccadilly 
and  then  to  "Valerian"  for  lunch,  before  departure  for 
New  Chapel  and  the  dedicatory  service  of  the  site  of 
the  temple  in  Great  Britain. 

This  was  the  eighth  day  of  the  President's  1953 
European  sojourn. 

August  10  was  another  day  of  "dedication  weather," 


a  clear  day  full  of  sunshine  and  blue  sky  and  only 
enough  white  clouds  to  adorn  the  heavens  with  lofty 
heights. 

In  the  shade  of  a  small  grove,  the  speakers  plat- 
form had  been  set  up.  One  of  the  antique,  oak  tables 
from  the  House  served  as  pulpit,  and  the  two  massive, 
carved  mahogany  chairs  from  the  "baronial"  hall,  be- 
hind the  table  gave  a  stately  setting. 

The  people  sat  on  the  lawn  at  the  feet  of  President 
McKay  as  he  delivered  the  dedicatory  address  and 
later  the  dedicatory  prayer.  Eyes  filled  with  tears  of 
joy  and  gratitude  as  the  assembled  Saints  enjoyed  the 
inspiration  of  the  modern  prophets'  presence  and  the 
kindly  warmth  of  his  voice. 

After  the  service  the  people  gathered  around  to 
shake  his  hand. 

Before  leaving  New  Chapel,  President  McKay  took 
Sister  McKay  for  another  view  of  his  favorite,  the  giant 
oak.  This  massive  monarch  is  about  halfway  down 
the  long  vista  of  the  tree-lined  garden,  over  the  stone 
bridge  and  on  the  far  side  of  the  stream  from  New 
Chapel  House.  As  one  turns  to  look  back  at  the  House, 
another  beautiful  view  of  trees  and  gardens  is  the 
reward. 

We  returned  to  London  over  an  old  road,  a  depar- 
ture from  the  main  highway.  It  was  a  lovely  tree-lined 
English  country  lane  and  as  beautiful  as  you  can 
imagine. 

Back  in  London,  at  "Valerian,"  the  President's  party 
had  dinner  in  the  late  afternon. 

At  the  dinner  table  President  McKay  expressed  one 
regret,  a  cloud  casting  a  shadow  on  the  lovely  day.  He 
related  that  after  the  service  at  New  Chapel  a  little 
girl  had  come  to  him  and  had  asked  for  his  autograph. 
Playfully  he  had  asked  her  if  she  thought  he  could 
write.  She  answered,  "Yes."  He  then  walked  toward 
the  table  to  start  signing  autographs,  but  the  little  girl 
did  not  follow  him,  as  he  expected  she  would.  He 
asked  several  people  to  find  her  but  none  had.  He  was 
sorrowful,  because  he  felt  he  had  disappointed  a  little 
child. 

Soon  after  telling  us  this,  he  left  the  table  and  went 
into  the  front  room  to  visit  with  Colonel  Tueller,  a  jet 
flight  safety  officer  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  American 
Air  Force,  who  with  his  wife  and  family  of  three  little 
girls  had  come  to  visit  briefly.  It  was  Colonel  Tueller 
and  his  commanding  officer  who  a  year  ago  had  ar- 

(Concluded  on  page  348.) 


Photographs  reproduced  by  permission  of  the 
Kent  and  Sussex  Courier,  England. 

Members  gathering  for  the  dedication  of  the  British  Temple  site 

at  New  Chapel. 
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Already  their  blessings  were  being  fulfilled.  We,  too,  must  offer  .  .  . 

THANKSGIVING 

far 

ail 
that 

we 
Have 


By  Kenneth  S.  Bennion 


"Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  thanks- 
giving; sing  praise  upon  the  harp 
unto  our  God: 

"Who  covereth  the  heaven  with 
clouds,  who  prepareth  rain  for  the 
earth,  who  maketh  grass  to  grow 
upon  the  mountains." 

-Psalms  147:  7,  8. 

Qne  of  the  greatest  lessons  of  life 
is  to  learn  the  value  of  gratitude. 
Again  and  again  the  psalmist  em- 
phasized the  singing  of  praises,  the 
acknowledgment  of  good.  Ingrati- 
tude, on  the  other  hand,  is  branded 
as  one  of  the  greatest  of  evils. 

The  story  is  told  that  a  fishing 
vessel  in  the  North  Sea  was  caught 
in  a  wild  storm.  The  mast  was 
broken  and  great  waves  crashed 
against  the  frail  vessel.  The  captain, 
fearful  that  the  ship  would  be  lost, 
ordered  the  cabin  boy  to  bring  him 
the  Bible.  With  the  Book  in  his 
hand,  he  prayed  for  deliverance.  The 
sun  broke  through  the  clouds  and 
the  wind  died  down;  the  mast  was 
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repaired,  and  the  journey  home  was 
begun. 

When  all  danger  was  past,  the 
cabin  boy  said,  "Sir,  the  Bible  is 
getting  wet.  Shall  I  take  it  to  the 
cabin?" 

"No,"  bellowed  the  captain;  "throw 
it  away.  We  don't  need  it!" 

One  of  our  human  weaknesses  is 
failure  to  express  thanks  and  ap- 
preciation. We  take  personal  credit 
for  our  talents,  our  strength,  our 
good  fortune;  we  forget  that  we  are 
indebted  to  someone  else  for  these 
things.  An  outstanding  example  of 
this  is  found  in  the  parable  of  the 
two  debtors.  When  the  man  who 
owed  much  was  freed  from  the 
burden  of  his  debts,  he  went  out 
and  found  one  who  owed  him  a 
little,  and  mercilessly  demanded 
payment. 

A  modern  incident  also  illustrates 
the  point:  In  the  early  history  of  the 
Church,  a  young  man  and  his  wife 
were  desperately  in  need.  By  good 
fortune  the  man  succeeded  in  earn- 
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mg  $5.  This  he  planned  to  give  to 
a  friend,  who  the  next  day  was  to 
journey  to  Salt  Lake  City.  He  would 
ask  the  friend  to  buy  a  pair  of  shoes 
for  his  wife  and  to  bring  back  the 
change— for  in  those  days  a  little 
money  could  accomplish  much. 
However,  toward  evening  one  of 
the  General  Authorities  of  the 
Church  drove  into  the  yard  with  his 
horse  and  buggy. 

In  those  days  it  was  customary 
to  make  some  contribution  in  money 
or  food  or  clothing;  for  those  leaders 
of  the  Church  had  no  other  means 
of  supporting  themselves  or  their 
families;  yet  they  devoted  their  en- 
tire time  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Church. 

Next  morning,  as  the  visitor  was 
preparing  to  leave,  the  young  man 
and  his  wife  consulted  together  a 
moment.  Then  the  man  took  their 
scant  savings  and  placed  them  in 
the  hand  of  the  visitor.  The  latter 
was  deeply  moved.  He  gave  the 
young  couple  a  blessing,  in  which 
he  said:  "I  know  that  you  have  given 
all  the  money  you  possess,  and  that 
you  have  great  need  for  it.  How- 
ever, because  you  have  thus  sacri- 
ficed for  the  upbuilding  of  God's 
kingdom,  you  shall  never  again 
want  for  the  necessities  of  life." 

Sadly  the  man  cast  about  as  to 
how  he  might  now  provide  the 
shoes  his  wife  so  needed  for  the 
coming  winter.  He  went  to  the  barn, 
took  down  a  dried  cowhide  and  said 
to  his  neighbor,  "Take  this  to  Salt 
Lake  and  sell  it.  Buy  a  pair  of  shoes 
for  my  wife.  If  there  is  not  enough 
money,  I  will  pay  the  difference  as 
soon  as  I  can." 

A  few  days  later  he  was  surprised 
to  receive  from  the  neighbor  the 
shoes  and  $3.50  in  change.  The 
neighbor  remarked,  "It  was  a  valu- 
able cowhide.  The  tanner  was  glad 
to  get  it. 

Already  the  blessing  was  being 
fulfilled! 

From  that  time  forth  the  Lord 
blessed   this    man   and   his    family. 


H.  Armstrong  Roberts. 

The  Nursery  class  child  is  not  too  young 

to  learn  the  meaning  of  Thanksgiving  and 

to  express  it  in  prayer. 

They  prospered  in  every  transaction. 
Their  crops  were  bounteous,  and, 
their  little  flock  of  sheep  increased 
many  times  over.  They  became,  in 
later  years,  exceedingly  wealthy;  yet 
they  never  forgot  to  give  thanks  to 
the  Lord  nor  to  acknowledge  that 
all  they  possessed  was  His  to  give 
or  to  take  away. 

We  have  always  among  us  both 
kinds  of  people :  those  who  acknowl- 
edge no  thanks,  who  feel  that  all 
they  possess  has  come  to  them  as  a 
result  of  their  own  wisdom  and 
efforts;  and  those  who  humbly  ac- 
knowledge God  as  the  giver  of  all 
things. 

The  Adversary  sets  about  by  every 
means  to  thwart  the  purposes  of 
God.  Sometimes  he  destroys  the 
peace  of  nations;  he  turns  loose  upon 
the  earth  plagues  that  cause  suffer- 
ing and  death;  he  sows  the  seeds  of 
hatred.  But  not  always  does  he 
strike  such  dramatic  blows.  More 
often,  in  little  ways  he  insinuates  his 
will  into  the  hearts  of  men. 

Ingratitude  is  one  of  his  handiest 
little  tools.  We  fail  to  express  ap- 
preciation for  the  clean,  smooth  shirt 
or  apron  that  tired  hands  have  pre- 


pared for  us.  We  accept  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course  the  meals  we  eat  and 
the  comforts  of  home.  We  never 
think  of  expressing  even  a  word  of 
greeting  to  the  newsboy  who  pushes 
through  deep  snow  that  we  may 
have  a  paper  within  inches  of  our 
door.  We  fail  to  say  to  our  bishop 
that  we  appreciate  his  good  work— 
the  time  and  effort  he  devotes  in 
behalf  of  young  and  old,  the  sick, 
the  widows,  and  the  otherwise  af- 
flicted of  the  ward. 

But  God  is  a  careful  bookkeeper. 
His  records  will  not  fail  to  show  our 
lack  of  appreciation.  The  Adversary, 
too,  keeps  books!  He  will  know  that 
at  last  he  has  found  a  wedge  that 
will  come  between  us  and  the  way 
of  life  that  God  would  have  us  live. 
The  wedge  will  grow  thicker  and 
stronger,  and  into  our  hearts  will 
come  pride,  arrogance,  a  feeling  that 
we  ourselves  are  the  author  of  our 
own  good. 

As  we  gather  our  families  together 
and  offer  our  prayers  of  Thanksgiv- 
ing, let  us  be  mindful  not  only  of 
our  food,  whether  it  be  scant  or 
bounteous,  but  let  us  remember  all 


H.  Armstrong  Roberts. 

As  we  bow   our  heads  in  prayer   this 

Thanksgiving,  let  us  remember  all  that 

we  owe  gratitude  for. 

things  for  which  we  owe  gratitude. 
The  child  in  the  Nursery  class  is  not 
too  young  to  learn  the  meaning  of 
Thanksgiving;  and  those  who  have 
grown  gray  in  the  battle  of  life  need 
often  to  be  reminded  of  their  bless- 
ings and  the  debt  of  gratitude  they 
owe. 


DO  YOU  SAY  "THANKS"? 


"T^eep  in  every  heart  is  the  yearning  to  be  accepted, 
to  be  loved  and  have  a  feeling  that  one  means 
something  to  somebody.  But  people  seldom  express 
their  appreciation.  Most  of  them  are  like  the  nine 
whom  Jesus  healed.   They  forget. 

Samuel  Leibowitz,  now  a  famous  judge,  and  former- 
ly a  great  criminal  lawyer,  saved  seventy-eight  persons 
from  the  electric  chair.  Yet  not  one  of  the  seventy- 
eight  ever  bothered  even  to  send  him  a  Christmas  card. 


Art  King  had  a  radio  program  called  "Job  Center  of 
the  Air."  He  got  good  jobs  for  2,500  people,  but  only 
ten  ever  thanked  him.  —Charles  L.  Allen, 

*     *     * 

HPhe  spoken  word  of  appreciation  is  the  least  costly 
and  yet  among  the  most  precious  of  human  treasures. 
Like  a  brilliant  gem,  its  beneficient  light  reflects  upon 
both— the  one  who  receives  and  the  one  who  remem- 
bers to  say,  "Thanks."  —Pavar. 
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Greeting   investigators  at  the   door    is   a   special   assignment   of  the   En- 
listment  Committee   at  the   First   Ward,    Phoenix,   Stake. 

Jke  Jf-nveitlaator& '  ClaA6  jfs  J^peciallu   -DedianeJ,  .  .  . 


Conducting    a    large    class    of    investigators    in    the    First    Ward    Sunday 
School,   Phoenix  Stake  is  Thomas   E.   Inman. 


14   eJ-Jesiat 


To  Aid  in  Their  Conversion 


Tnder  the  stake  missionary  pro- 
gram as  now  promoted  by  the 
Church,  the  auxiliary  organizations 
are  to  aid  the  stake  missionary  work. 
We  must  all  dignify  the  stake  mis- 
sionary program  by  giving  it  full 
stake  support,  each  auxiliary  co- 
operating completely  for  successful 
results  as  measured  in  the  number 
of  converts. 

In  the  "Bulletin  on  Stake  Mis- 
sions," issued  by  the  First  Presi- 
dency, they  advise:  "The  Stake  and 
ward  auxiliaries,  with  their  enlist- 
ment committees  and  other  facilities, 
should  lend  the  fullest  possible  as- 
sistance and  cooperation  in  aiding 
the  stake  missionary  program.  They 
should  gather  information  on  investi- 
gators and  others  who  might  be  in- 
terested and  cause  such  information 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  mission 
presidency.  They  should,  wherever 
possible,  adapt  classes  to  meet  the 
needs  of  investigators  and  new  con- 
verts. Stake  presidencies  will  ar- 
range for  a  proper  correlation  of  the 
auxiliary  organizations  with  the 
stake  mission." 

The  Sunday  Schools'  assignment 
from  the  First  Presidency  is  to  teach 
the  Gospel  and  through  their  en- 
listment committees  find  and  en- 
courage to  faithfulness  Latter-day 
Saint  members  not  identified  and  of 
record.  Now  with  the  committees'  ex- 


By  Elder  Delbert  L.  Stapley 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

panded  duties,  list  the  names  and 
addresses  of  interested  nonmembers 
whom  they  find  while  engaged  in 
thorough  canvassing,  and  turn  such 
lists  of  investigators  and  friends  to 
the  stake  mission  presidency  so 
that  the  missionaries  may  visit  and 
teach  the  Gospel.  Enlistment  com- 
mittees should  always  be  alert  to 
people  contacted  who  stem  from 
Mormon  parentage  but  for  some  rea- 
son have  not  become  members  of 
the  Church.  They  are  of  the  blood 
of  Israel  and  naturals  for  the  Gos- 
pel message. 

The  Sunday  School  is  a  family 
organization  with  a  planned  pro- 
gram for  all  age  groups.  It  con- 
venes at  an  appropriate  morning 
hour.  Being  a  popular  organization, 
it  invites  good  attendance  of  people 
desiring  to  worship.  A  welcoming 
committee  should  receive  and  wel- 
come all  friends,  investigators,  and 
strangers  at  the  door  and  see  that 
they  are  properly  introduced  to  the 
class  leaders,  members  and  presiding 
officers  and  then  appropriately 
seated  for  the  opening  exercises. 
Later  these  visitors  should  be  di- 
rected to  the  special  missionary  class 
provided  for  them.  Most  people 
coming  for  the  first  few  times  are 
a  bit  timid,  but  if  given  a  hearty 
handshake  and  welcome,  they  will 
really  be  made  to  feel  at  home. 


Stake  missionaries  working  in  the 
vicinity  of  Church  chapels  should 
invite  and  encourage  interested  non- 
members  to  attend  Sunday  School, 
outlining  the  special  class  planned 
in  their  interest.  The  missionaries 
should  then  advise  the  Sunday 
School  superintendency  of  individu- 
als and  families  with  whom  they 
are  working  and  who  are  interested 
in  the  Church. 

The  missionaries  should  request 
that  a  member  of  the  superintend- 
ency visit  these  individuals  or  fam- 
ilies and  personally  invite  them  to 
attend  Sunday  School.  They  should 
also  be  told  of  the  special  class 
and  plans  for  teaching  them  the 
Gospel.  These  special  missionary  or 
investigator  classes  should  be  staffed 
with  strong  and  capable  teachers 
with  knowledge,  faith,  and  testimony 

"Elder  Delbert  L.  Stapley  was  born  in  Mesa, 
Ariz.,  Dec.  11,  1896.  He  served  on  a  Southern 
States  Mission  for  two  years  starting  in  1915.  For 
eight  months  he  was  president  of  the  Kentucky 
Conference. 

Home  from  his  mission,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Marine  Corps  during  World  War  I,  and  later 
gave  service  in  the  National  Guard  for  nine  years. 

A  lover  of  youth,  he  devoted  17  years  as 
superintendent  of  the  Maricopa  Stake  YMMIA; 
active  in  Scouting,  he  was  awarded  the  Silver 
Beaver. 

In  addition  to  being  president  of  the  Phoenix 
Stake,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Arizona  Welfare 
Region. 

Elder  Stapley  is  a  member  of  the  Central 
Arizona  Project  Assn.  which  distributes  Colorado 
River  water  for  Arizona.  He  is  president  of  the 
O.  S.  Stapley  Co.  and  a  director  of  the  Valley 
National  Co.  of  Phoenix,  an  insurance  company. 

He  was  ordained  an  apostle  on  Oct.  5,  1950, 
by  President  George  Albert   Smith. 
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—  preferably  returned  missionaries 
with  the  missionary  zeal  and  spirit. 
Also,  instructors  should  be  chosen 
who  are  orthodox  in  their  teachings 
and  who  leave  the  mysteries  alone, 
avoiding  speculation  and  one's  nat- 
ural desire  to  present  his  own 
views.  The  class  leader  should 
teach  the  beautiful  and  simple 
truths,  principles  and  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel  plan.  Every  principle 
and  effective  teaching  technique 
should  be  employed  to  introduce  the 
Gospel  and  to  encourage  acceptance 
of  it. 

Tracts  and  pamphlets  relating  to 
the  subject  being  considered  should 
always  be  available  in  the  class 
and  should  be  offered  to  all  visitors. 
Having  the  truth,  belonging  to  the 
true  Church,  and  possessing  God's 
authority,  we  have  nothing  to  fear, 
be  ashamed  of  nor  apologize  for. 
Such  knowledge  should  build  great 
faith  and  encourage  teachers  often 
to  bear  personal  witness  and  testi- 
mony to  the  investigator  class  mem- 
bers. The  classes  should  be  limited 
to  investigators,  friends  and  new 
members  only,  in  order  to  get  full 
participation  on  the  part  of  those 
seeking  knowledge  of  the  Gospel. 

When  stake  missionaries  develop 
investigators  far  removed  from 
Church  meetinghouses,  it  may  be 
advisable— inasmuch  as  these  newly 
found  friends  may  find  it  difficult  or 
impossible  to  attend  established 
ward  or  branch  Sunday  Schools— to 
discuss  the  problem  with  the  stake 
Sunday  School  superintendency  and 
recommend   that   district,   or   home 


Sunday  Schools  be  organized  in  these 
areas. 

The  stake  Sunday  School  board 
is  to  appoint  the  leadership  and 
teachers  for  such  schools.  Regular 
weekly  meetings  should  be  con- 
ducted, and  the  missionaries  have 
the  responsibility  of  building  at- 
tendance of  all  investigators  and 
friends.  The  stake  Sunday  School 
board  should  give  continuing  super- 
vision and  help  to  the  district  Sun- 
day Schools  in  the  same  way  that 
the  board  supervises  a  ward  or 
branch  Sunday  School  organization. 
Frequently,  the  district  Sunday 
School  organization  is  the  beginning 
of  a  branch  or  ward. 

The  stake  Sunday  School  board 
can  be  helpful  to  stake  missionary 
work  by  organizing  special  classes 
or  Sunday  Schools  for  minority 
groups.  Church  members  who  speak 
the  language  of  minority  groups  and 
have  a  profound  love  for  them 
should  be  called  to  proselyte  these 
minorities.  If  the  minority  groups 
are  few  in  number,  special  classes 
may  be  provided  for  them  as  a  part 
of  the  regular  ward  Sunday  Schools. 
The  stake  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendency should  cooperate  with  the 
stake  mission  presidency  through  the 
stake  presidency  as  the  correlating 
authority  for  proper  understanding 
and  more  effective  missionary  work. 

A  stake  Sunday  School  board 
member  should  be  called  to  super- 
vise the  investigator  classes.  This 
board  member  could  regularly  visit 
the  classes,  giving  the  help  and  en- 


couragement necessary  to  strength- 
en and  improve  the  quality  of  work. 
The  investigator  classes  are  de- 
signed to  teach  the  basic  doctrines 
of  the  Church  to  four  groups  of  peo- 
ple: 

1.  Nonmember  visitors  to  the  ward 
who  attend  Sunday  School  and  de- 
sire to  know  more  of  the  Church 
and  its  doctrines. 

2.  Investigators  of  the  Church 
who  are  brought  by  the  stake  mis- 
sionaries and  with  whom  the  mis- 
sionaries hold  study  classes  and/or 
cottage  meetings. 

3.  Recently  baptized  members  for 
increased  knowledge  and  greater 
faith  and  testimony. 

4.  Single  or  part-member  families. 
Wife  brings  nonmember  husband  or 
vice  versa. 

Where  real  missionary  effort  is 
put  forth  and  cooperation  of  the 
Sunday  Schools  secured,  great  good 
has  been  accomplished,  reflecting 
itself  in  the  number  of  converts 
made.  Sunday  School  investigator 
classes,  with  small  and  discouraging 
beginnings  but  with  good,  wise  and 
understanding  instructors  and  with 
the  support  of  stake  missionaries  and 
Sunday  School  enlistment  commit- 
tees, have  grown  in  some  wards  to 
an  average  attendance  of  75  people, 
with  one-third  of  the  class  nonmem- 
bers. 

If  our  investigators  and  friends 
get  a  favorable  impression  of  the 
Sunday  School,  its  leaders  and  pro- 
gram, they  will  be  encouraged  to 
attend  other  Church  meetings  and 
functions,  all  of  which  aid  in  their 
conversion. 


They  Are  Watching  You 


VITte  have  a  little  pledge  card,  in 
the  Great  Lakes  Mission.  It 
reads :  "They  are  watching  you 
through  the  window." 

This  is  hung  up  in  every  mission- 
ary's room.  You  might  say,  "Well, 
why  are  they  watching  you  through 
the  window?"  Let  me  tell  you  how 
this  little  motto  came  about. 

When  Sister  Burton  and  I  were 
assigned  to  the  Great  Lakes  Mission 
we  elected  to  travel  there  by  train. 
On  board  the  same  train  was  a  lady 
returning  from  a  California  visit 
with  her  daughter.    She  talked   to 


Answer  to 

'The  Atonement  and  Salvation" 

found  on  page  323: 

WILFORD  WOODRUFF 


Sister  Burton  about  the  Gospel  and 
became  quite  interested. 

As  she  was  changing  cars  at  Oma- 
ha, I  talked  with  her  for  a  few  min- 
utes. She  said,  "I  know  some  of 
your  missionaries.  They  live  with 
the  lady  right  close  to  me.  They  are 
very  fine  young  men." 

I  said,  "You're  acquainted  with 
them?" 

"Oh,  no,  she  replied,  "I'm  not  ac- 
quainted with  them." 

"Well,  how  do  you  know  they're 
fine  young  men?" 


"Because  I've  been  watching  them 
through  the  window"  she  answered. 

—Carl  C.  Burton, 

Former  President  of  the 

Great  Lakes  Mission. 


\\Pe  have  committed  the   Golden  \  kind  heart  is  a  fountain  of  glad- 
Rule   to  memory;   let  us   now  "^  ness,  making   everything  in   its 
commit  it  to  life.  vicinty  freshen  into  smiles. 

—Edwin  Markham.  —Washington  Irving. 
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^Jke  <=*&evotional  f^relude 


BY  LEON  DALLIN 


It  provides  each  person  with  a  moment  for  spiritual  contemplation  and  silent  worship. 


''Phe  devotional  prelude  is  an  es- 
tablished part  of  our  Sunday 
School  service.  It  is  the  call  to  wor- 
ship and  is  intended  to  start  our 
services  with  an  inspirational  be- 
ginning. Anyone  who  has  been  a 
public  speaker  knows  the  importance 
of  the  opening  in  a  speech.  The  first 
paragraph  must  capture  the  atten- 
tion of  the  audience  and  set  the 
mood  for  that  which  is  to  follow.  A 
work  well  begun  is  half  done.  In 
the  Sunday  School  service,  this  re- 
sponsibility belongs  to  the  organist. 

The  organist  will  wish  to  play  this 
prelude  on  a  suitable  instrument. 
This  need  not  be  a  large  nor  expen- 
sive organ.  But  it  should  be  in  good 
condition.  The  piano  is  generally 
associated  with  worldly  music.  We 
should  use  it  only  as  a  temporary 
expedient.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
sustained  legato  tones  of  the  organ 
have  become  expressive  of  a  sacred 
atmosphere. 

In  selecting  suitable  preludial  mu- 
sic we  will  do  well  to  look  beyond 
the  title.  An  organist  once  justified 
the  use  of  a  piece  for  devotional 
music,  which  seemed  quite  out  of 
place  to  me,  on  the  basis  of  its  title, 


"Cathedral  Prelude."  That  was  its 
name  in  her  organ  book,  but  this 
particular  piece  is  much  better 
known  by  another  name,  "Moonlight 
and  Roses."  Let  us  use  for  pre- 
ludial music  only  such  compositions 
as  are  genuinely  conducive  toward 
a  worshipful  atmosphere;  let  us 
avoid  music  which  suggests  a  popu- 
lar tune.     . 

The  organist  who  presents  a  good 
prelude  deserves  help  from  the  of- 
ficers and  teachers  of  the  Sunday 
School  in  developing  a  receptive  at- 
titude. Prayer  meeting  should  be 
dismissed  promptly,  in  order  that  all 
officers  and  teachers  will  be  in  their 
places  by  the  time  the  prelude  be- 
gins. They  should  be  the  example 
to  everyone  else. 

Instead  of  exchanging  verbal  trivi- 
alities during  the  devotional  prelude 
we  should  try  sharing  the  experience 
of  worshipful  music  in  golden  sil- 
ence. We  will  be  rewarded  by  an 
enriched  experience  in  Sunday 
School  worship.  We  have  come  to 
the  Lord's  house  on  His  holy  day, 
and  it  is  the  hour  of  worship  and 
prayer.  Music  is  pleased  and  hon- 
ored to  be  an  accompaniment  in 
this  high  endeavor. 


ABOUT   THE  AUTHOR 

Dr.  Leon  Dallin,  a  young  composer 
■  and  educator,  is  receiving  increased 
recognition  in  his  elected  field  of 
music.  Besides  being 
head  of  the  depart- 
ment of  music  compo- 
sition and  professor  of 
music  at  Brigham 
Young  University,  he 
has  written  numerous 
musical  pieces.  In- 
cluded among  his 
compositions  are  the 
Ml  scores  for  five  motion 

^L   ^H  pictures;      three     won 

Hk      j  B|    the    International    Hy- 

Hk  IS*  J    rum       Percy       Maxim 

Award  for  excellence. 
A  versatile  musician,  he  has  given 
performances  from  Redlands,  Cal.,  to 
New  York  City,  N.Y.  His ,  radio  appear- 
ances have  been  on  the  Columbia  Broad- 
casting System,  National  Broadcasting 
Company  and  the  Intermountain  Network. 
He  was  born  in  Silver  City,  Utah,  on 
Mar.  16,  1918,  and  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  Springville,  Utah, 
and  Long  Beach,  Cal.  He  won  his  bach- 
elor's and  master's  degrees  from  the  East- 
man School  of  Music  of  the  University  of 
Rochester.  His  Ph.D.  was  awarded  from 
the  University  of  Southern  California  in 
1951. 

He  served  on  the  faculty  of  Colorado 
A.  and  M.  as  professor  of  music  before 
coming  to  BYU.  Brother  Leon  Dallin  is 
listed  in  the  Directory  of  American  Schol- 
ars, Who's  Who  in  American  Education, 
and  Who's  Who  in  Utah.  —B.O.H. 


\  ll  truth  is  an  achievement.  If  you 
would  have  truth  at  its  full  value, 
go  win  it. 

—Munger. 
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Editor's  Note:  If  you  have  a  question  on 
Sunday  School  procedure,  submit  it  to  your 
stake  or  mission  superintendency.  If  this 
superintendency  would  like  more  information  re- 
garding the  query,  then  it  should  be  directed  to: 
Question  Box,  The  Instructor,  50  North  Main 
Street,  Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah. 


Question  Box 


What  Is  Sacramental  Procedure? 


Order  for  Sacrament 

QI  am  music  supervisor  on  the 
•  Idaho  Falls  Stake  Sunday 
School  Board.  We  have  a  question 
in  our  minds  concerning  the  order 
of  the  sacrament,  and  felt  we  should 
consult  you  about  it. 

—Idaho  Falls  Stake. 
A.     The  order  for  the  sacrament 
service  follows: 

1.  Sacramental  song,  during  which 
time  the  bread  is  broken  by  the 
priests. 

2.  Sacrament  gem  leader  takes 
place  at  pulpit. 

3.  Prelude. 

4.  Sacrament  gem  reverently  re- 
peated by  leader. 

5.  Sacrament  gem  repeated  by 
congregation. 

6.  Postlude. 

7.  Leader  stands  with  bowed 
head  and  folded  arms  while 
blessing  on  bread  is  given. 

8.  Leader  takes  seat. 

9.  Sacrament  is  passed  by  dea- 
cons. 


Latecomers  and  Sacrament 

Q.  Not  being  able  to  find  the 
answer  in  the  Sunday  School  Hand- 
book, I  am  writing  directly  to  you. 
There  is  disagreement  among  our 
Sunday  School  personnel  concern- 
ing the  order  of  the  Sunday  School 
during  the  sacrament  service  ...  I 


have  suggested  that  the  doors  be 
closed  at  the  beginning  of  the  sacra- 
mental song,  and  remain  so  during 
the  blessing  and  passing  of  the  sacra- 
ment, then  opened  ...  7/  my  sug- 
gestion is  out  of  line  with  the  gen- 
eral practice,   will  you  please   ad- 


vise 


—South  Sanpete  Stake. 

A.  Latecomers  may  be  admitted 
to  the  chapel  at  all  times  except  dur- 
ing the  opening  prayer  and  the 
period  beginning  with  the  blessing 
of  the  bread  and  ending  with  the 
completion  of  the  passing  of  the 
water.  In  many  meetinghouses  in 
the  Church,  more  people  come  to 
Sunday  School  than  the  chapel  can 
accommodate.  They  are  obliged  to 
sit  or  stand  in  the  foyer.  In  such 
event,  the  chapel  doors  should  re- 
main open  during  the  sacrament 
prayers  so  that  all  may  hear  them. 
It  is  not  proper  to  pass  the  sacra- 
ment to  people  who  have  not  heard 
these  prayers. 

Sunday  School  officers  and  teach- 
ers should  ever  be  mindful  that 
tardiness  is  a  slothful  habit  and  can 
be  entirely  overcome,  except  for 
emergencies,  with  intelligent  direc- 
tion. 


Date  in  Fixing  Age 

Q.  Sunday  School  class  advance- 
ment time  is  just  around  the  corner. 
The  General  Board  has  given  ages 


for  the  respective  courses  of  study. 
We  should  like  to  know  as  of  what 
date  these  ages  are  to  be  taken. 

A.  Your  Sunday  School  Hand- 
book gives  no  rigid  rule  on  this.  The 
individual  child's  welfare  should  be 
the  uppermost  consideration.  How- 
ever, the  matter  of  electing  a  date 
for  a  general  guide  is  left  to  the  indi- 
vidual stake's  decision.  Some  stakes 
follow  the  date  fixed  by  the  local 
school  district.  This  seems  a  good 
plan,  since  it  avoids  separating  chil- 
dren from  their  day  school  com- 
panions. See  the  "Advancement 
Chart,"  inside  back  cover  and 
"Launching  the  1954  Course  of 
Study,"  by  Superintendent  David 
Lawrence  McKay,  page  351. 


What  About  Santa? 

Q.  In  making  plans  for  Christ- 
mas, we  are  wondering  what  the 
General  Board's  attitude  is  regarding 
having  a  Santa  Claus  visit  our  Jun- 
ior Sunday  School  for  our  special 
program. 

A.  The  General  Board  recom- 
mends that  visits  of  Santa  Claus  be 
not  included  in  plans  for  either  the 
Junior  or  Senior  Sunday  School. 
Often  such  a  feature  on  the  services 
introduces  a  carnival  spirit  that  is 
not  in  keeping  with  Sabbath  School 
reverence.  There  is  no  objection  to 
having  a  Santa  Claus  at  a  weekday 
social  for  Sunday  School  children. 


THE  DESERET  SUNDAY  SCHDDL  UNIDN 

George  R.  Hill,  General  Superintendent; 
David  Lawrence  McKay,  First  Assistant  General  Superintendent;  Lynn  S.  Richards,  Second  Assistant  General  Superintendent; 
Wallace  F.  Bennett,  General  Treasurer;  Richard  E.  Folland,  Executive  Secretary 
MEMBERS  OF  DESERET  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION  BOARD 


George  R.  Hill 
David  L.  McKay 
Lynn  S.  Richards 
Wallace  F.  Bennett 
Richard  E.  Folland 
A.  Hamer  Reiser 
Inez  Witbeck 
Lucy  G.  Sperry 
Marie  F.  Felt 
Gerrit  de  Jong,  Jr. 
Earl  J.  Glade 


Thomas  L.  Martin 
Wendell  J.  Ashton 
Edith  Ryberg 
A.  William  Lund 
Archibald  F.  Bennett 
Kenneth  S.  Bennion 
J.  Hohnan  Waters 
H.  Aldous  Dixon 
Leland  H.  Monson 
Alexander  Schreiner 
Lorna  C.  Alder 
Margaret  I.  Kitto 


A.  Parley  Bates 
William  P.  Miller 
Ralph  B.  Keeler 
Vernon  J.  LeeMaster 
Claribel  W.  Aldous 
Eva  May  Green 
Melba  Glade 
Addie  L.  Swapp 
W.  Lowell  Castleton 
Henry  Eyring 
Carl  J.  Christensen 
Hazel  F.  Young 
Hazel  W.  Lewis 


William  E.  Berrett 
Lowell  M.  Durham 
Florence  S.  Allen 
Beth  Hooper 
Wilford  M.  Burton 
Asahel  D.  Woodruff 
James  L.  Barker 
Reed  H.  Bradford 
Frank  S.  Wise 
David  A.  Shand 
Newell  B.  Weight 
Sterling  W.  Sill 
Clair  W.  Johnson 


Advisers  to  the  General  Board:  Matthew  Cowley  and  Adam  S.  Bennion 


Delmar  H.  Dickson 
C.  Manley  Brown 
Clarence  Tyndall 
Norman  R.  Gulbrandsen 
Wallace  G.  Bennett 
Addie  J.  Gilmore 
Camille  W.  Halliday 
Margaret  Hopkinson 
Mima  Rasband 
Edith  M.  Nash 
Marion  G.  Merkley 
Minnie  E.  Anderson 
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Spiritual  Development  Through  Memorization  for  January 
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% . ;  TOth  m  Thy  mind 


HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH 
FOR  CHILDREN 

Course  No.  6 

If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him 
ask  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men 
liberally,  and  upbraideth  not;  and 
it  shall  be  given  him. 

—James  1:5. 


OLD  TESTAMENT  STORIES 

Course  No.  8 

So  God  created  man  in  his  own 
image,  in  the  image  of  God  created 
he  him;  male  and  female  created 
he  them. 

—Genesis  1:27. 


THE  LIFE  OF  CHRIST 

Course  No.  10 

And  the  angel  said  unto  them, 
Fear  not:  for,  behold,  I  bring  you 
good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall 
be  to  all  people. 

For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in 
the  city  of  David  a  Saviour,  which 
is  Christ  the  Lord. 

-Luke  2:10-11. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  RESTORED 
CHURCH 

Course  No.  12 

If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him 
ask  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men 
liberally,  and  upbraideth  not;  and 
it  shall  be  given  him. 

Rut  let  him  ask  in  faith,  nothing 
wavering.  For  he  that  wavereth  is 
like  a  wave  of  the  sea  driven  with 
the  wind  and  tossed. 

—James  1:5-6. 


"•See  Course  No.  26. 


PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

Course  No.  14 

But  be  ye  doers  of  the  word,  and 
not  hearers  only,  deceiving  your  own 
selves. 

—James  1:22. 


SCRIPTURE  MEMORIZATION 

As  she  approaches  her  one  hun- 
dredth birthday  anniversary,  Ruth 
May  Fox  is  still  a  firm  believer  in 
memorization  of  the  scriptures.  Dur- 
ing this  past  year  she  has  memorized 
the  Articles  of  Faith,  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments and  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount.  The  scriptures  are  to  her  a 
great  stimulation  in  happy  daily 
living  and  a  source  of  great  comfort 
in  time  of  sorrow  and  need. 

—Marie  Fox  Felt, 

Granddaughter. 


THE  GOSPEL  MESSAGE 
Course  No.  16 

Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  tem- 
ple of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of 
God  dwelleth  in  you? 

If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of 
God,  him  shall  God  destroy;  for  the 
temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  tem- 
ple ye  are. 

—I  Corinthians  3:16,  17. 


PROVING  YOUR  PEDIGREE 

Course  No.  20 

The  doctrine  or  sealing  power  of 
Elijah  is  as  follows:— If  you  have 
power  to  seal  on  earth  and  in  heaven, 
then  we  should  be  wise.  The  first 
thing  you  do,  go  and  seal  on  earth 
your  sons  and  daughters  unto  your- 
self, and  yourself  unto  your  fathers 
in  eternal  glory. 

—Joseph  Smith,  Jr. 


TEACHER  TRAINING 

Course  No.  22 

.  .  .  Blessed  are  you  because  you 
have  believed; 

And  more  blessed  are  you  because 
you  are  called  of  me  to  preach  my 
gospel— 

—Doctrine  and  Covenants  34:4-5. 


PARENT  AND  CHILD 
Course  No.  24 

Cease  to  be  idle;  cease  to  be  un- 
clean; cease  to  find  fault  one  with 
another;  cease  to  sleep  longer  than 
is  needful;  retire  to  thy  bed  early, 
that  ye  may  not  be  weary;  arise 
early,  that  your  bodies  and  your 
minds  may  be  invigorated. 

—Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:124. 


TEACHINGS   OF  THE 
NEW  TESTAMENT 

Course  No.  26 

Jesus  said  unto  him,  Thou  shalt 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with 
all  thy  mind. 

This  is  the  first  and  great  com- 
mandment. 

-Matthew  22:37-38. 


•  TEACHINGS  OF  THE 
BOOK  OF  MORMON 

Course  No.  28 

. .  .By  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
ye  may  know  the  truth  of  all  things. 

—Moroni  10:5. 
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What  Latter-day  Saint  Sunday 
School  Teaching  Has  Done  for  Me 


TV/Iy  Sunday  School  experiences 
^  over  most  of  the  past  100  years 
have  been  varied  and  interesting. 
They  began  back  in  England  when, 
as  a  small  child,  I  attended  what- 
ever Sunday  School  was  in  the 
neighborhood  in  which  I  lived. 

My  mother  died  when  I  was  16 
months  old,  and  I  had  no  relatives 
in  the  Church  except  my  father. 
Before  I  was  8  years  old,  I  had  lived 
in  seven  different  environments. 
Finally  I  was  living  with  a  very  nice 
young  woman  who  took  pains  to 
teach  me  to  read  the  Bible.  It  was 
she  who  taught  me  to  read  the 
Sixth  chapter  of  Ephesians.  Indeed, 
I  memorized  a  good  part  of  it.  One 
day  my  father  had  me  read  this 
chapter  to  a  friend  of  his.  I  was 
so  proud  that  I  could  pronounce  the 
word  "principalities." 

Soon  after  this  I  lived  in  the 
town  of  Yedon  with  a  lady  who 
had  a  daughter  almost  my  own  age. 
Here  I  was  sent  to  the  Church  of 
England  Sunday  School.  One  day 
my  teacher  gave  me  a  little  paper- 
covered  book  and  told  me  to  memo- 
rize it  and  then  go  to  the  minister's 
house.  He  would  question  me  on 
the  material  in  the  book. 

I  must  have  answered  his  ques- 
tions satisfactorily  because  he  gave 
me  a  nicely  bound  prayer  book.  My 
Sunday  School  teacher  also  gave  me 
a  four  ribbon  book  mark  which  I 
have  at  the  present  time. 

We  next  moved  to  a  village  named 
Canada.  In  it  was  a  Methodist  Sun- 
day School  that  I  attended  most  of 
the  time. 

At  this  point  my  father  went  to 
America.  After  five  months  he  sent 
for  us—this  girl,  her  mother  with 
whom  I  had  been  living  and  me.  My 
father  married  this  lady  as  soon  as 
she  reached  America. 

We  landed  in  Philadelphia  in 
October.  I  did  not  go  to  Sunday 
School  there  but  attended  a  branch 


By  Ruth  May  Fox 


meeting  on  Sundays.  There  we 
worked  and  saved  every  penny  so 
that  we  could  go  to  Utah. 

We  reached  the  Salt  Lake  Valley 
in  October  of  1867,  and  located 
about  two  miles  away  from  the 
Sugarhouse  Ward.  There  we  went 
to  meetings  and  sometimes  to  socials 
and  dances. 

Again  we  moved,  this  time  in  the 

city  and  located  in  the  Fourteenth 

Ward.     Soon    the   bishop    and    his 

counselors   came  to   see   us.    They 

asked  my  sister  Clara  and  me  to 
become  Sunday  School  teachers.  I 
was  16  years  old  by  that  time. 
It  was  decided  that  I  should  teach 
and  that  Clara  should  stay  and  help 
with  the  home  duties.  The  class  that 
I  was  given  to  teach  included  the 
7-  and  8-year-olds.  I  remember  that 
I  taught  them  Bible  stories. 

After  I  was  married  I  still  lived  in 
the  Fourteenth  Ward.  On  Sundays, 
my  responsibility  was  to  get  my  12 
children  and  my  husband  off  to 
Sunday  School,  which  I  did. 

In  1905  we  moved  to  Farmers 
Ward  (now  McKinley  Ward)  and 
while  our  home  was  quite  a  distance 
away  I  taught  the  Parents  Class  in 
that  Ward.  Just  how  long  I  did  this 
I  do  not  remember.  My  associate 
teacher  was  Sister  Martha  Home 
Tingey,  with  whom  I  was  later  as- 
sociated in  the  General  Presidency 
of  the  YWMIA. 

Fifteen  years  ago  I  moved  into 
the  Twenty-seventh  Ward  and  im- 
mediately became  enrolled  in  the 
Gospel  Doctrine  Class.  The  teachers 
generally  used  the  discussion  meth- 
od, and  I  found  great  pleasure  in 
getting  the  views  of  my  associates 
and  in  expressing  my  own  opinions 
on  Gospel  principles.  I  was  helped 
by  my  lifelong  study  from  the  Stand- 
ard Works  of  the  Church,  which  I 
have  retained  in  memory. 

When  my  hearing  became  im- 
paired so  that  I  could  no  longer  hear 


At  100  years,  Ruth  May  Fox  is  still  telling 

stories  of  the  Gospel.    Her  eager  listeners 

are  Douglas  Fox,  great-grandson,  and  Gayle 

Bennett,  great-great-granddaughter. 


the  discussions  I  decided  to  obey 
my  doctor  and  go  to  only  one  meet- 
ing each  Sunday.  I  chose  the  sacra- 
ment meeting  since  there  they  used 
the  loud  speaking  system  and  I  had 
the  use  of  specially  installed  hear- 
ing aids. 

Ever  since  I  could  understand, 
the  Gospel  has  meant  everything  to 
me.  It  has  been  my  breath,  my 
mantle  of  protection  against  tempta- 
tion, my  consolation  in  sorrow,  my 
joy  and  glory  throughout  all  my 
days  and  my  hope  of  eternal  life. 

"The  Kingdom  of  God  or  nothing," 
has  been  my  motto. 


HER  FIRST  CENTURY 

Centenarian  Ruth  May  Fox  was  born 
100  years   ago,  November   16.   1853. 
At   the   young   age   of    12   years,   she 
emigrated    from    her    birthplace,    England, 
to  join  her  father  in  America. 

Her  mother  died  when  Ruth  was  but 
16  months  old.  She  found  in  England  a 
lady  who  became  her  foster  mother  in 
America  and  who  cared  for  her  as  her 
own   daughter. 

In  July,  1867,  the  May  family  immi- 
grated to  Utah  where  they  could  be  with 
the  Saints  of  God.  Here,  Ruth  became  a 
diligent   and  tireless   Church  worker. 

In  1895  she  was  appointed  president  of 
the  YWMIA  of  the  Fourteenth  Ward. 
Serving  this  capacity  for  several  years,  she 
was  then  called  to  work  on  the  MIA 
General  fioard. 

In  1903  she  became  first  counselor  to 
YWMIA  General  President  Martha  H. 
Tingey.  Later,  in  1929,  she  was  appointed 
president,  replacing  Sister  Tingey,  who 
resigned  because  of  ill  health. ' 

In  1913  Sister  Fox  represented  the  MIA 
and  the  Relief  Society  as  a  delegate  to  the 
National  Council  of  Women.  In  civic  af- 
fairs she  was  one  of  seven  women  honored 
by  the  Federated  Clubs  of  Salt  Lake  City 
as  one  who  had  rendered  the  most  out- 
standing service  for  her  community. 

For  27  years  Sister  Fox  served  as  a 
Temple  Square  missionary. 

At  the  age  of  19  she  married  Jesse  W. 
Fox,  Jr.  They  were  blessed  with  12  chil- 
dren,   10   of  whom   reached   adulthood. 

Sister  Fox's  writing  talent  has  produced 
one  of  the  MIA's  best-loved  songs,  "Carry 
On."  Several  of  her  other  poems,  too, 
have  been  set  to  music.  —B.E.O. 
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Their  Answer  Was  "Yes" 


rPHREE  Church  leaders  were  sus- 
tained in  new  callings  at  the 
closing  session  of  General  Confer- 
ence, Oct.  4,  1953.  Elder  Richard  L. 
Evans  was  named  an  apostle,  and 
Elders  Hugh  B.  Brown  and  Marion 
D.  Hanks  became  General  Authori- 
ties. 

Elder  Brown's  response  to  his  new 
assignment  typified  the  reaction  of 
the  three.  He  said,  "When  the 
Church  calls,  my  answer  is,  'yes-' ' 

Elder  Evans  became  a  member  of 


the  Council  of  the  Twelve  after  serv- 
ing 15  years  in  the  First  Council  of 
the  Seventy.  Elder  Brown  was 
named  an  assistant  to  the  Council 
of  the  Twelve,  while  Elder  Hanks 
was  sustained  to  the  First  Council 
of  Seventy. 

That  the  Sunday  School  teacher 
may  know  more  to  tell  her  class  con- 
cerning these  splendid  personalities, 
here  are  a  few  glimpses  of  them  as 
told  by  their  former  associates: 


To  Serve  on  the  Council  of  the  Twelve : 

ELDER  RICHARD  L.  EVANS 


A  Gift  for  Working  Hard 

Tt  was  a  dark,  cold  and  dreary 
Christmas  eve  that  December, 
1927,  when  we  arrived  in  Liverpool, 
England.  Father  [Elder  John  A. 
Widtsoe]  was  to  serve  as  president 
of  the  European  missions  for  thei 
next  six  years. 

Among  the  elders  who  made  us 


feel  so  welcome  was  Richard  L. 
Evans,  who  was  serving  under  Elder 
James  E.  Talmage  as  associate  edi- 
tor of  the  Millennial  Star.  He  re- 
mained for  nearly  two  years  as 
father  s  right-hand  man,  continuing 
with  the  Star  and  as  secretary  of  the 
European  missions. 

Even  then  Richard  L.,  Evans*  was 
known  for  having  the  gifts  of  work- 


ing hard  and  proficiency  in  "the 
spoken  word."  Perfection  was  the 
goal  to  be  attained  by  him  in  his 
writing  an  d  editorial  work  —  as 
"Brother"  Foggo,  the  printer,  came 
well  to  know. 

Mother  advised  Richard  to  get 
more  sleep  than  he  was  getting,  but 
he  refused  to  believe  it  was  needed. 

One  morning  about  4  a.m.,  hav- 
ing worked  the  night  through,  a 
chill  ascended  his  spine!  Through 
the  halls  of  Durham  House  rose  wail 
upon  wail,  ever  growing  louder. 
Could  these  sounds  proceed  from 
another  world?  Or,  was  it  imagina- 
tion? (Little  did  he  realize  what  a 
human  voice  could  do  in  a  night- 
mare. ) 

Hurriedly  Elder  Evans  crawled 
under  the  covers.  Sleep  at  a  reason- 
able hour,  thereafter,  became  the 
regular  order  for  him. 

Traveling  around  the  British  Isles, 
through  Scandinavia  and  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  with  the  mission 
president,  schooled  Elder  Evans  for 
future  leadership  in  our  world-wide 
Church. 

There  were  lighter  moments  in 
the  European  mission.  As  we  went 
from  country  to  country,  father 
would  handle  the  German  and  Scan- 
dinavian language  problems  and  I 
the  French.  But  only  Richard 
learned  to  speak  them  all— at  least 
in  asking   correctly  for   ice   cream! 

He  has  often  been  heard  to  say 
that  he  has  never  had  all  the  ice 
cream  he  wanted;  only  all  he  could 
eat! 

—Eudora  Widtsoe  Durham, 

Friend. 


An  Editor  s  Editor 

r\N  The  Improvement  Era  editorial 
staff,  which  Elder  Richard  L. 
Evans  supervises,  numerous  ex- 
changes of  ideas  and  notes  may  be 
required  before  an  article  or  a  story 
is  accepted  or  before  the  proper 
meaning  of  a  word  or  a  sentence  is 
established.  New  staff  members  soon 
learn  that  unqualified  superlatives 
will  surely  be  questioned,  that  a 
"first"  that  is  at  all  in  doubt  will  be 
changed  to  an  "early,"  that  every 
reference  must  be  checked  and 
double-checked,  and  that  most  ar- 
ticles can  be  improved  and  strength- 
ened by  cutting. 

Although  he  seldom  gives  direct 
instructions  to  cut  (his  methods  are 
more  subtle),  staff  members  who 
read  his  notes  never  fail  to  under- 
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stand  his  feelings.  Typical  of  these 
notes  was  a  comment  attached  to  a 
manuscript  recently: 

"This  is  a  good  subject,"  he  wrote, 
"but  to  me  it  begins  long  after  it 
starts,  and  finishes  paragraphs  before 
it  ends." 

Late  at  night,  Saturdays,  and  holi- 
days Elder  Evans  can  be  found  at 
his  desk  writing,  editing,  and  "sand- 
papering," carrying  out  his  own 
maxim  which  guides  his  life: 

"If  there  is  anything  we  ought  to 
be  doing,  we  ought  to  be  doing  it." 

—Doyle  L.  Green, 

Managing  Editor, 
The  Improvement  Era. 


More  in  His  Two-minute  Messages 

A  very  fine  appearing  woman  came 
backstage  after  a  broadcast  re- 
cently. Introducing  herself,  she  said, 
"My  son  and  I  are  en  route  from 
California  to  Canada,  and  we  just 
had  to  stop  over  to  see  the  Choir 
and  Richard  Evans.  We  are  Episco- 
palians, and  my  son  is  studying  for 
the  ministry.  I  have  told  him  many 
times  that  if  he  will  learn  to  say  as 
much  in  five  minutes  as  Richard 
Evans  does,  he  cannot  help  but  be 
a  success.  I  have  never  heard  any- 
thing so  wonderful  as  those  five- 
minute  messages.  They  are  superior 
to  any  hour  sermon  I  have  ever 
heard." 

"But,"  answered  the  secretary, 
"Mr.  Evans  gives  but  a  two-minute 
message." 

"All  the  more  wonderful,"  she 
said;  "and  I  do  hope  my  boy  will 
take  some  lessons  from  that  remark- 
able man." 

—Mary  Jack, 

Associate  Editor, 
The  Children's  Friend. 


ABOUT   RICHARD   L.   EVANS 

Elder  Richard  L.  Evans  is  widely 
known  and  respected  for  his  sermon- 
ettes  which  have  been  broadcast 
weekly  since  1930  with  the  Tabernacle 
Choir  on  the  national  program,  "Music 
and  the  Spoken  Word." 

He  was  born  March  23,  1906,  a  son 
of  John  and  Florence  Neslen  Evans.  In 
1923  he  married  Alice  Ruth  Thornley. 
They  have  four  sons  and  reside  at  1032 
Douglas  St.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  His 
bachelor's  and  master's  degrees  were  re- 
ceived from  the  University  of  Utah  in 
1932  and  '33.  From  1926  to  1929  he 
served  on  a  mission  to  Great  Britain. 

In  addition  to  being  a  member  of  the 
First  Council  of  the  Seventy  since  1938, 
he  has  been  director  of  the  Temple  Square 
Bureau  of  Information,  managing  editor 
and  editor  of  The  Improvement  Era.  He 
is  president  of  the  Bonneville  Knife  and 
Fork  Club  and  past  president  of  Salt  Lake 
Rotary  Club  and  the  U.  of  U.  Alumni 
Association. 

Elder  Evans  is  a  member  of  the  U.  of 
U.  Board  of  Regents  and  a  director  of 
radio  station  KSL  and  the  David  W. 
Evans  and  Associates  Advertising  Agency. 

^B.O.H. 


To  Assist  the  Twelve: 

ELDER  HUGH  B.  BROWN 

First  Allegiance  to  God 

,(~)n  the  stand  in  uniform  was  Major 
W  Hugh  B.  Brown  of  the  13th 
Canadian  Mounted  Rifles.  He  had 
come,  that  Sunday 
morning  in  1916,  to 
Sunday  School  to 
recruit  for  the  war. 
He  did  not  wish 
the  parents,  he 
said,  to  feel  he  had 
come  to  rob  them 
of  their  sons;  he 
had  come  to  ex- 
plain our  present  duty,  as  he  saw 

it,  and  leave  the  young  men  to  de- 
cide for  themselves. 

I  shall  never  forget  that  stirring 
appeal  in  the  chapel  at  Taber,  Al- 
berta, Canada.  There  was  an  op- 
portunity to  enlist  and  go  overseas 
with  other  Mormon  boys.  The  rumor 
was  circulating  around  town  that 
Mormons  were  not  loyal.  Telling 
the  story  of  Moroni  and  his  stand- 
ard of  liberty,  he  said  he  felt  his 
first  allegiance  was  to  his  God,  then 
to  his  country,  then  to  his  family  and 
last  of  all  to  himself.  With  convic- 
tion he  declared  his  belief  in  the 
righteousness  of  the  cause. 

Eight  Mormon  boys,  knowing  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  had  spoken  to  us 
through  that  officer,  enlisted.  After 
we  had  signed  our  names  he  gave 
us  a  fatherly  talk.  At  the  regiment 
he  would  be  an  officer  and  we 
privates.  "But  always  remember  I 
am  your  friend,  ever  ready  to  help. 
Come  to  me  whenever  you  feel  the 
need." 

He  kept  that  promise.  At  camp 
we  soon  learned  he  was  universally 
regarded  as  the  most  popular  and 
efficient  officer  there.  At  our  sacra- 
ment services  his  words  filled  us  with 
the  courage  to  do  right.  In  England 
he  frequently  visited  us  in  our  tents, 
solicitous  for  our  welfare,  cheering 
us  on,  and  aiding  us  in  many  of  our 
problems.  When  I  was  refused  per- 
mission to  assign  part  of  my  pay  al- 
lowance to  my  newly  widowed 
mother,  he  ordered  the  paymaster 
to  have  it  done. 

His  example  of  manly  courage 
and  righteous  actions  continued  with 
us    as    a   source    of    great   strength 


while  we  were  in  combat  in  France. 
Through  the  years  we  have  felt 
and  still  feel  a  personal  pride  in 
"our  Major"  in  all  the  many  respon- 
sible positions  he  has  held  since 
those  days. 

—Archibald  F.  Bennett, 

General  Board,  Deseret 
Sunday  School  Union. 


ABOUT  ELDER  HUGH  B.  BROWN 

Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown,  appointed  as 
an  assistant  to  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve,  is  a  native  of  Salt  Lake  City. 
In  World  War  I  he  was  commissioned  as 
a  major  of  mounted  infantry  in  the 
Canadian  Army.  After  the  war  he  moved 
to  Salt  Lake  City  to  practice  law. 

Before  and  after  World  War  II,  he  was 
president  of  the  British  Mission.  During 
the  war  he  was  coordinator  of  LDS  serv- 
icemen. In  1950  he  became  the  pro- 
fessor of  religion  and  coordinator  of 
veterans'  affairs  at  Brigham  Young  Uni- 
versity. 

He  later  returned  to  the  private  prac- 
tice of  law. 

Elder  Brown  was  born  in  Salt  Lake 
City  on  Oct.  26,  1883,  a  son  of  Homer 
and  Lydia  Jane  Brown.  When  Hugh  was 
15,  his  family  moved  to  Alberta,  Canada. 

He  served  his  mission  in  England  from 
1904  to  1906.  He  has  been  president  of 
both  the  Lethbridge   and   Granite   stakes. 

-B.O.H. 


To  Serve  in  Seventy's  Council: 
ELDER  MARION  D.  HANKS 

He  Asks  No  Fee  for  Kindness 

/^\ne  needed  only  to  be  at  Temple 

Square  Mission  the  day  of  Elder 

Marion  Duff  Hanks'  appointment  to 

know  that  his  heart 
is  big  and  envel- 
opes friends  from 
all  walks  of  life. 
Bank  presidents, 
doctors,  school  of- 
ficials, lawyers, 
f  a  r  m  e  rs,    house- 

#i  wives,  insurance 
«H  men    and   dozens 
of  seminary  boys  and  girls  waited 
to    congratulate   him    and   to   wish 
(Concluded  on  page  337.) 


ABOUT  ELDER  MARION  D.  HANKS 

Elder  Marion  D.  Hanks,  sustained  a 
member  of  the  First  Council  of  the 
Seventy,  was  born  Oct.  13,  1921,  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  After  receiving  his 
elementary  education  in  the  city  schools, 
he  was  awarded  his  degree  in  law  from 
the  University  of  Utah  in  1948. 

He  served  on  a  Northwestern  States 
mission  from  1942-44  and  in  the  United 
States  Navy  from  1944-46. 

In  1949  he  married  Maxine  Christensen 
in  the  Hawaiian  Temple.  They  reside  at 
1345- Emerson  Ave.,  Salt  Lake  City  and 
are  the  parents  of  two  daughters. 

Elder  Hanks  was  the  principal  of  the 
West  High  LDS  Seminary  and  an  assistant 
director  of  the  Bureau  of  Information  on 
Temple  Square.  —B.O.H. 
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By  the  Guidance  of  Two 


By  Ramona  W.  Cannon 


npHE 


The  "Angel  Moroni  Monument'' 


two  monu- 
ments pictured 
for  November  sym- 
bolize the  slow 
tide  of  divinely 
written  destiny 
flowing  i  n  upon 
the  favored  land  of 
America. 

Cyrus  E,  Dallin  s 
bronze  figure  o  f 
"Massasoit  —  Great 
Sachem  of  the 
Wampanoags,  Pro- 
tector and  Preserv- 
er of  the  Pilgrims" 
stands  in  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  where  the 
colonists  landed 
Dec.  11,  1620.  Be- 
fore their  depar- 
ture from  Leyden,  Holland,  a  solemn  fast  had  been 
held  and  Pastor  Robinson  had  said,  "Let  us  seek  of  God 
a  right  way  for  us  and  for  our  little  ones,  and  for  all 
our  substance.  The  Lord  has  more  truth  yet  to  break 
forth  out  of  his  holy  word.  Luther  and  Calvin  were 
shining  lights  .  .  .  yet  they  penetrated  not  into  the 
whole  counsel  of  God." 

In  the  new  country  the  great  concept  of  religious 
freedom  was  slow  in  attaining  widespread  maturity. 
Yet  it  led  the  world  and  made  possible  the  deeper 
"penetration  into  the  whole  counsel  of  God,"  ushered 
in  by  the  Angel  Moroni's  delivery  of  the  golden  plates 
to  Joseph  Smith,  the  event  commemorated  in  the  "Angel 
Moroni  Monument." 

For  a  description  of  the  "Massasoit"  statue  turn  to 
page  341. 

Suggestions  For  Use  (1953): 

"Massasoit" 

COURSE  No.  1:  Dec.  13,  "How  We  Show  Our  Love."  (The  Pilgrims 
showed  their  appreciation  of  the  kindness  of  the  Indians  by  inviting  Massa- 
soit and   a  few  others  to  their  Thanksgiving  feast.) 

COURSE  No.  2:  Nov.  15,  "We  Are  Thankful  for  Many  Things."  (We 
are  thankful  that  Massasoit  helped  the  Pilgrims.) 

"Angel  Moroni  Monument" 

COURSE  No.  1:  Dec.  27,  "How  Heavenly  Father  Showed  His  Love." 
(He  sent  the  angel.) 

COURSE  No.  2:  Nov.  15,  "We  Are  Thankful  for  Many  Things."  (We 
are  grateful  that  the  angel  visited  Joseph  and  gave  him  the  plates.) 

COURSE  No.  9:  Nov.  1,  "Samuel  the  Lamanite."  (His  story  is  on 
the  plates.)  Nov.  15,  "The  Coming  of  the  Savior  to  the  Nephites."  (Pic- 
ture can  be  used  during  one  of  the  four  succeeding  lessons. ) 

COURSE  No.  13:  Nov.  22,  "Eternal  Progression."  (Witness  Moroni  as 
an  angel. ) 

COURSE  No.  15:  Nov.  29,  Dec.  6,  Dec  13.  —  Lessons  on  Moroni. 

COURSE  No.  21:  Nov.   15,  "The  Spirit  World." 

(Concluded  on  page  341.) 


"ANGEL  MORONI  MONUMENT" 

T^his  inspirational  work  of  beauty,   created  of 
granite  and  bronze,  surmounts  the  Hill  Cumo- 

rah  near  Palmyra,  N.Y. 

In  sculptor  Knaphus'  own  words: 

"The  monument  has  the  appearance  of  a  sym- 
bolic pillar  of  light  with  upward-leading  lines  de- 
signed to  draw  the  thought  of  man  toward  heaven 
and  God  and  toward  giving  heed  to  the  Gospel 
plan. 

"The  large  figure  on  top  of  the  shaft  repre- 
sents Moroni  in  a  position  which  suggests  calling 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  earth  to  reverence  the 
Gospel  message.  His  right  hand  is  pointed  toward 
heaven  and  in  his  left  he  holds  the  record. 

"On  the  west  panel  is  shown  Moroni  delivering 
the  plates  to  Joseph— one  of  the  most  remarkable 
dealings  of  God  with  man.  For  God  not  only 
spoke  to  man,  but  through  his  holy  servant  left 
the  tangible,  material  plates  on  which  was  writ- 
ten the  Gospel  plan  as  Jesus  taught  it  to  the  peo- 
ple on  this  continent  after  his  resurrection  in 
Palestine. 

"On  the  south  panel  are  the  three  others  per- 
mitted to  see  them,  an  angel  holding  the  plates 
in  his  hands  and  showing  them  the  engravings 
thereon. 

"On  the  east  panel  are  shown  Joseph  and  the 
eight  witnesses  to  whom  he  was  permitted  to 
show  the  plates. 

"On  the  north  panel  is  engraved  the  exhorta- 
tion of  Moroni  that  those  who  read  these  things 
shall  ask  God  regarding  their  truth  'with  a  sin- 
cere heart  with  real  intent  having  faith  in  Christ.' ' 

On  the  front  of  the  granite  shaft  are  the 
twelve  conventional  lamps  of  knowledge  symbol- 
izing the  Twelve  Apostles  of  the  primitive  church. 
Three  and  one-half  lamps  on  the  corner  on  either 
side  represent  all  together,  the  First  Council  of  the 
Seventy.  The  repeated  design  lower  on  the  shaft 
refers  to  the  Apostles  and  Presidents  of  Seventy's 
in  the  Restored  Church. 

"The  lines  of  light  flowing  down  the  center 
shaft  represent  the  President  of  the  Church,  with 
his  inspiration  from  heaven,  while  the  two  side 
pillars  symbolize  his  counselors.  The  corner  orna- 
mentations below  the  panels  suggest  the  Presiding 
Bishopric  which  officiates  in  temporal  matters." 

(Cut  out  and  paste  on  back  of  mounted  picture.) 
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A  Story  for  Children 


Unto  the  Borders  of  Canaan 


"And  the  children  of  Israel  did 
eat  manna  forty  years,  .  .  .  they  did 
eat  manna  until  they  came  unto  the 
borders  of  the  land  of  Canaan." 

—Exodus  16:35. 

It  was  a  long  journey  that  the  Chil- 
dren of  Israel  were  taking.  They 
had  left  Egypt  and  were  now  on 
their  way  to  their  promised  land  of 
Canaan.  There  they  would  build 
new  homes,  do  the  kind  of  work  that 
they  liked  to  do  and  best  of  all  they 
would  be  able  to  worship  and  obey 
God  without  anyone  telling  them 
what  they  might  or  might  not  do. 

The  Bible  tells  us  that  there  were 
about  six  hundred  thousand  people 
who  left  Egypt  with  Moses.  With 
them  were  ".  .  .  flocks,  and  herds, 
even  very  much  cattie."  (Exodus 
12:38.)  The  people  were  so  glad  to 
be  out  of  Egypt  that  they  sang  and 
danced  and  praised  God  for  His 
goodness  to  them. 

As  one  might  know,  God  was  very 
kind  to  the  Israelites  during  their 
journey.  He  told  them,  through 
Moses,  that  if  they  would  do  the 
right  things  all  of  the  time  and  would 
listen  to  His  commandments  and 
obey  them,  He  would  keep  them 
well  as  they  traveled.  He  said  that 
if  they  did  these  things,  they  would 
get  none  of  the  diseases  that  the 
Egyptians  had  had. 

Now  one  would  think  that  with 
all  the  many  blessings  that  they  en- 
joyed,   the  people   would   be   very 
grateful  to  the  Lord.    He  had  led 
them  out  of  Egypt  where  the  King 
and  his  people  had  been  so  cruel 
to    them.     He    was,    under    Moses' 
leadership,  taking  them  back  to  live 
in  the  wonderful  land  of  Canaan. 
But  with  all  these  and  many  other 
blessings,  some  of  them  complained 
and  were  unhappy.    They  began  to 
think  of  the  food  that  they  had  had 
in  Egypt  and  felt  sorry  for  them- 
selves that  they  did  not  have  it  now. 
They  said  that  they  wished  they  had 
stayed  in  Egypt  where  they  could 
have  plenty  of  meat  and  bread  in- 
stead of  coming  into  the  wilderness 
to  die  of  hunger.    Had  they  really 
been  counting  their  blessings,  they 
would  not  have  talked  this  way. 
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By  Marie  Fox  Felt 

The  Lord  heard  the  people  com- 
plaining about  food  so  He  said  to 
Moses,  "Behold,  I  will  rain  bread 
from  heaven  for  you;  .  .  ."  (Exodus 
16:4.)  God  meant  that  He  would 
send  food  to  them,  enough  so  that 
no  one  would  be  hungry.  He  told 
Moses  that  in  the  evenings  He  would 
send  them  meat  and  in  the  morn- 
ings it  would  be  bread.  The  people 
wondered  how  this  could  be,  but 
with  God  everything  is  possible. 

The    very    next  evening   "quails" 

appeared;  so  many  that  the  camp 

was   filled  with  them.     Quails    are 

birds  about  the  size  of  pigeons  and 

are  very  delicious.    Every  man  was 

to  kill  enough  to  feed  his  own  family. 

In  the  morning  the  people  saw 

dew  all  over  the  ground.    When  it 

was   gone,   they  saw,   in  its  place, 

small  round  things  that  looked  like 

frost.    They  wondered  what  it  was, 

so  Moses  told  them  to  taste  it.    It 

was  so  very  good  that  the  people 

were^  delighted.    The  Bible  tells  us 

that  ".  .  .  it  was  like  coriander  seed, 

white;  and  the  taste  of  it  was  like 

wafers  made  with  honey."  (Exodus 

16:31.)      The    Children     of    Israel 

called  it  "manna." 

Now  God  wanted  to  see  if  the 
Children  of  Israel  had  learned  to  be 
obedient-to  do  the  things  that  He 
told  them  to  do.  He  therefore  had 
Moses  tell  them  to  gather  enough 
manna  each  morning  to  last  them  for 
one  whole  day.  On  the  sixth  day 
they  were  to  gather  enough  for 
that  day  and  also  the  next.  No 
manna  would  be  on  the  ground  on 
the  seventh  day.  That  day  was  to 
be  a  day  of  rest.  The  Lord  called 
it  the  Sabbath  Day. 

Most  of  the  Children  of  Israel  did 
as  they  had  been  told  to  do.  A  few 
of  them,  however,  did  not.  The 
selfish,  greedy  people  who  gathered 
more  than  they  should  have,  found 
that  the  manna  had  spoiled  during 
the  night  and  had  to  be  thrown 
away,  Some  people,  on  the  sixth 
day,  did  not  gather  enough  for  the 
two  days  as  they  had  been  told  to 
do.  They  went  out  early  on  the 
Sabbath  morning  to  gather  the 
manna  but  there  was  none  to  be 
found  so  they  had  to   go   hungry. 


They  gathered  manna  in  the  wilderness. 

This  is  one  way  that  God  helped 
the  Children  of  Israel  to  learn  that 
they  should  rest  and  worship  him 
on  the  Sabbath  Day. 

During  all  of  the  forty  years  that 
the  Children  of  Israel  were  in  the 
wilderness,  the  supply  of  this  food 
never  failed.  When  they  finally 
crossed  into  Canaan,  the  promised 
land,  the  supply  stopped.  It  was  no 
longer  needed. 

Text:  Exodus  15:22-27;  16. 

Pictures:  Standard  Publishing  Co. 
No.  101,  "Water  From  the  Rock," 
No.  128,  "Manna  in  the  Wilder- 
ness." 


ELDER  MARION  D.  HANKS 

(Concluded  from  page  335.) 

him  Heavenly  Father's  choicest 
blessings  in  his  new  calling.  Each 
he  received  with  equal  graciousness 
and  with  the  warmth  of  "my  friend." 
I  have  seen  him,  dozens  of  times, 
work  unceasingly  to  bring  comfort 
to  an  unfortunate  wanderer. 

This  summer  two  fine  Negro  stu- 
dents came  to  our  office  and  reported 
that  they  had  tried  most  every  hotel 
in  Salt  Lake  City  for  lodging  and 
not  one  would  admit  them.  They 
had  also  been  turned  away  from 
restaurants  and  refused  service.  They 
asked  if  we  might  know  where  they 
could  go.  Elder  Hanks  said,  "Yes, 
I  do— my  home."  He  insisted  that 
they  partake  of  his  hospitality.  When 
we  at  the  office  offered  a  word  of 
praise  he  brushed  it  aside  with,  "Our 
home  was  blessed  to  have  them 
there." 

"He  asks  no  fee  for  friendliness  or 
kindness  done."  -Jean  Dunn, 

Member  of  Bureau  of 
Information  Staff. 
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Notes  from  the  Field 


Show  the  Adults;,  Too! 


In  Berkeley   Stake  they  believe  in  visual 

aids  for  adults,  too;  here  Bro.  Hughes  uses 

a  flannelboard  to  focus   attention   of  the 

class. 

Visuals  Aids  at  Berkeley  Stake 

TDerkeley  Stake  (Calif.)  Sunday 
Schools  emphasize  visual  aids  in 
all  classes  from  the  Nursery  through 
the  Gospel  Doctrine.  Ferryll  B.  Mc- 
Omber  is  stake  superintendent. 

The  above  picture  shows  Brother 
Hughes  of  the  Concord  Ward 
teaching  the  Gospel  Doctrine  class 
with  the  aid  of  a  flannelboard, 
a  teaching  aid  often  used  in  the 
Junior  Sunday  School.  Brother  Mc- 
Omber  writes,  "Obviously  the  flan- 
nelboard is  a  great  help  in  focusing 
attention  on  the  subject  matter." 

Another  phase  of  the  visual  aid 
program  is  the  system  of  filmstrip 
distribution.  The  stake  board  buys 
35  mm.  strips  for  a  central  library. 
Wards  furnish  their  own  35  mm. 
projectors.  Films  are  sent  out  with 
a  stamped,  self-addressed  return  en- 
velope included.  They  may  be  or- 
dered by  phone  or  post  card.  A 
catalog  of  all  films  available  through 
the  stake  library  is  in  the  hands  of 
each  ward  superintendent. 


Announce  It  by  Program 

An  attractive  mimeographed  pro- 
gram  is  being  used  to  give  Sun- 
day School  announcements  in  San 
Leandro  Ward,  Oakland  Stake 
(Calif.)  The  front  cover  has  at- 
tractive line  drawings,  together  with 
the  schedule  of  ward  meetings. 

The  inside  pages  give  the  Sunday 
School  program  in  detail,  and  ward 
announcements.  A.  Giflord  Jackson 
is  bishop,  and  Joseph  M.  Tanner  is 
Sunday  School  superintendent. 

We're  always  glad  to  see  these 
used.  They  show  evidence  of 
planning  and  they  help  meetings 
run  more  smoothly. 


Conducted  by  Wallace  G.  Bennett 


Reverence  Can  Be  Achieved 

"\\7"trEN  Fred  Osterloh  become  Sun- 
day School  superintendent  in 
Laurelcrest  Ward,  Monument  Park 
Stake  (Salt  Lake 
City ) ,  early  this 
year,  one  of  his 
aims  was  to  im- 
prove the  order 
and  reverence  of 
the  school.  That 
he  and  his  asso- 
ciates are  succeed- 
ing well  is  attested  I 
by  the  reputation 
of    the    Sunday     FredW.  Osterloh 

School  throughout  the  stake. 

The  organist  was  asked  to  begin 
the  devotional  prelude  ten  minutes 
before  Sunday  School  starts  in  or- 
der that  as  members  arrive,  the 
atmosphere  of  reverence  is  set.  The 
bishopric,  superintendency,  and  oth- 
ers on  the  program  are  in  their 
places  on  the  stand  by  five  minutes 
before  time  to  start. 

At  the  time  of  starting,  the  door 
is  closed  by  an  appointed  door- 
keeper until  the  opening  song  is 
under  way.  Latecomers  sit  in  rear 
benches,  which  are  roped  off  from 
those  on  time.  Songs  are  posted. 
When  it  is  time  to  dismiss  for 
classes,  ushers  proceed  down  to  the 
front  to  direct  the  order  of  march. 

The  reverence  achieved  in  the 
opening  exercises  carries  into  the 
class  period.  It  is  now  a  matter  of 
pride  with  ward  members.  But 
Brother  Osterloh  is  the  first  to  de- 
clare there  is  much  yet  to  be  worked 
for.  "We  hope  to  constantly  im- 
prove," is  his  attitude. 


Valuable  Stake  Board  Aid 

Yellowstone  Stake  Sunday 
Schools  are  visited  regularly  by 
stake  board  members.  There  are  25 
board  members.  At  least  two  board 
members  are  assigned  to  each  ward 
each  month.    Each  board  member 


visits  every  ward  in  the  stake  dur- 
ing the  year. 

"Ward  visit  folders"  for  each 
ward  are  filled  out  on  ward  visits 
and  used  to  help  board  members 
report  conditions  in  the  ward  they 
visit.  These  folders  are  studied 
in  the  stake  superintendency's  coun- 
cil meetings  and  notations  made  on 
what  board  members  should  check 
on  the  subsequent  visit.  Ward 
superintendents  have  frankly  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  in  favor  of 
having  stake  board  members  tell 
them  where  they  see  need  for  im- 
provement. 

The  third  Sunday  of  the  month 
is  the  regular  visiting  Sunday.  At 
the  close  of  Sunday  School,  faculty 
meeting  is  held  with  the  board 
members  giving  the  faculty  lesson. 
Gene  Hess,  stake  superintendent, 
feels  much  good  has  been  accomp- 
lished in  holding  faculty  meetings 
in  this  way. 


If  there  is  a  particularly  outstanding  performance 
in   some   phase   of   Sunday   School    work  being 
done   in    your    stkae,    ward    or    branch,    please 
report  it  to  Brother  Bennett,  who  should  be   ad- 
dressed:  Wallace  G.  Bennett,   The  Instructor,  50 
North  Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah. 


COMING  EVENTS 

December  6, 1953 

Sunday  Evening  Sunday 

School  Program. 


December  20,  1953 

Sunday  School 

Christmas  Worship  Service. 


January  3,  1954 

Advancement  of  Sunday 

School  classes. 


January  5,  1954 

Last  Ward  Quarterly 

Report  for  1953  and 

Annual  Ward  Report 

for  1953  sent  to 

Stake  Secretarv 


January  10,  1954 
'Bring  a  Friend"  Sunday 
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Lesson  Enrichment  Suggestions 


Gospel  Teaching,  Our  Sacred  Duty 

By  Minnie  E.  Anderson 


W/fi 


«*• 


President's  Book  Unfolds  Principles 

Gospel  Ideals,  President  David  O. 
McKay,  published  by  The  Improve- 
ment Era,  $4.00. 

Oresident  David  O.  McKay's  long- 
looked-for  book,  Gospel  Ideals, 
is  now  in  the  book  stores.  It  is  a 
compilation  of  his  sermons  and  writ- 
ings. It  can  be  used  in  many  phases 
of  Sunday  School  work. 

I  have  never  before  read  a  Church 
book  that  unfolds  Gospel  principles 
with  such  clarity,  power  and  beauty 
and  with  such  logic  and  reasoning. 
Old  and  well-known  truths  take  on 
new  importance. 

A  valuable  feature  of  this  book  is 
the  scriptural  references.  If  you 
read  the  references,  you  will  have  a 
speaking  acquaintance  with  the 
Standard  Works  of  the  Church.  Sun- 
day School  teachers  will  especially 
appreciate  the  Biblical  references 
snowing  how  our  Latter-day  Saint 
views  harmonize  with  Bible  teach- 
ings. 

President  McKay  says,  "The  sacred 
duty  of  the  Sunday  School  is  to 
teach  the  Gospel."  His  book  is  valu- 
able enrichment  material  to  accom- 
plish that  aim. 

When  I  think  of  enrichment  ma- 
terial, I  think  of  it  as  that  "extra 
special"  something  that  a  teacher 
can  "pull  out  of  her  sleeve"  to 
strengthen  or  give  color  or  interest 
and  better  convey  her  message  to 
the  pupils.  This  book  is  full  of  such 
help. 

The  pages  are  filled  with  inspira- 
tional thoughts  for  prayer  meetings. 
As  an  example,  "Christ  is  the  light 
to  humanity.  When  that  light  is  re- 
jected, the  soul  of  man  walks  in 
darkness.  No  person,  no  group,  no 
nation  can  achieve  success  and  hap- 
piness without  following  Him,  who 
said,  T  am  the  light  of  the  world: 
he  that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk 
in  darkness,  but  shall  have  the  light 
of  life.'"  (John  8:12.) 


Gospel  Ideals  discussed  and 
studied  in  the  faculty  meeting  will 
encourage  the  teachers  to  increase 
their  Gospel  knowledge. 

President  McKay  lists  the  requi- 
sites of  a  Sunday  School  teacher  as 
follows : 

Teach  Diligently; 

Purity  of  Character; 

Unyielding  to  Temptation; 

Being  Exemplary; 

Keep  Commandments; 

Daily  Conduct  above  Reproach. 

The  chapter  devoted  entirely  to 
the  Sunday  School,  its  functions  and 
objectives  would  make  excellent  ma- 
terial for  a  2y2-minute  talk  in  the 
worship  service  or  Sunday  School 
or  union  meeting. 

Books  such  as  this  will  encourage 
the  teacher  to  hold  to  the  approved 
lesson  material. 


Research  and  Improvement 

Jesus,  His  Life  and  Teachings, 
Franklin  L.  West,  published  by 
Bookcraft,   $3.50. 

AA/^hy  do  large  industries  employ 
men  who  spend  their  full  time 
doing  research  work?  It  is  for  the 
express  purpose  of  improving  present 
methods.  So  in  Sunday  School  it  is 
necessary  for  the  Sunday  School 
teacher  to  be  on  the  alert  for  new 
ways  and  means  to  improve.  She  too 
must  do  some  research.  Research 
means  careful  systematic,  patient 
study  and  investigation  in  some  field 
of  knowledge,  undertaken  to  estab- 
lish facts  or  principles. 

Franklin  L.  West,  former  com- 
missioner of  Church  education  and 
lifelong  student,  has  written  a  book, 
Jesus,  His  Life  and  Teachings,  which 
will  give  abundant  background  ma- 
terial for  the  teacher  of  Course  No. 
10,  "The  Life  of  Christ"  The  re- 
search done  by  Dr.  West  for  his 
book  gives  life  and  zest  to  the  age- 
old  biographical  events  of  Christ's 
life. 


He  has  included  in  his  book  many 
interesting  facts  about  the  era  in 
which  Christ  lived,  the  customs  of 
the  Jews,  the  meaning  of  their  feast 
days,  accurate  details  of  interest 
concerning  the  different  people  who 
lived  in  Palestine,  and  general  in- 
formation about  the  scriptures. 


Adventure  Holds  Appeal 

The  Youngest  Soldier,  Mabel  Har- 
mer,  published  by  the  Deseret  Book 
Company,  $2.75. 

Ctories  of  adventure  hold  great  ap- 
^  peal  for  8  and  9-year-olds. 

If  you  need  an  extra  "punch"  to 
put  over  an  idea  or  lesson  truth  or 
create  interest  in  lesson  material, 
this  book  will  be  of  help.  Mrs. 
Harmer,  writer  of  children's  stories, 
ably  transmits  her  material  to  young 
people's  level.  Author  of  The  Mor- 
mon Pioneers  and  many  other  stories 
for  young  folk,  Mrs.  Harmer  has 
turned  her  attention,  in  her  latest 
book,  to  write  persuasively  about  an- 
other dramatic  period  in  Church  his- 
tory. 

The  story  begins  in  London  and 
takes  the  reader  across  water  and 
land  to  great  Salt  Lake  Valley.  In 
this  book,  Mrs.  Harmer  gives  a  vivid, 
touching  picture  of  the  hardships 
and  dangers  experienced  by  the 
Handcart  Pioneers.  The  heart  of  her 
story,  however,  deals  with  the  up- 
setting episode  of  the  United  States 
government  sending  Johnston's 
Army  to  Salt  Lake  City  to  put 
down  a  "rebellion"  and  install  a 
new  governor  in  place  of  Brigham 
Young. 

This  delightful  story  will  give  a 
deepened  insight  into  pioneer  life 
and  will  be  excellent  background 
material  for  Course  No.  6,  History 
of  the  Church  for  Children. 


NOVEMBER      195  3 
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Superintendents 


Teacher  Training;  Instructor  Directors 


By  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 


Teaching— No  Greater  Call 

'"pHE  Presiding  Bishopric  advocates 

the    teacher    training    program. 

Concern  about  the   great  dearth 

in  the  Church  of  trained  teachers  to 

teach  Sunday  School  and  other  aux- 


iliary classes  is  expressed  by  the  Pre- 
siding Bishopric  in  the  following 
letter  of  August  31  to  stake  presi- 
dents, bishops  and  branch  presi- 
dents. Recommendations  to  correct 
this  condition  are  presented  here  for 
your  earnest  consideration: 


The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints 

office  of  the  presiding   bishopric 
47  east  south  temple  street 
Salt  Lake  Citv  I.Utah 


August  31,  1953 


TO  STAKE  PRESIDENTS,  BISHOPS,  AND  BRANCH  PRESIDENTS 


Dear  Brethren: 

The  thing  that  is  holding  us  back  from  reaching  more  people  effectively 
is  a  shortage  of  trained  teachers.  With  a  terrific  annual  teacher  turnover  rang- 
ing from  some  20$  to  as  high  as  50$  in  some  wards,  all  teaching  organizations  are 
almost  constantly  and  often  frantically  searching  for  somebody,  anybody  who  can 
teach  a  class.  It  is  not  fair  to  the  class  nor  to  the  person  with  faith  enough 
to  accept  the  call  to  teach,  to  put  him  into  a  strange  class  without  tools. 
Membership  in  such  classes  almost  invariably  dwindles. 

In  order  to  remedy  this  condition,  the  Sunday  School  "has  established 
a  teacher  training  class  for  prospective  teachers  meeting  during  the  opening 
exercises  of  the  Sunday  School  when  class  rooms  are  usually  available.  This  class 
begins  about  the  last  Sunday  in  September. 

The  Presiding  Bishopric  are  intensely  interested  in  this  proposed  class 
because  of  the  great  need  for  qualified  teachers  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  Quorums, 
and  earnestly  suggest  to  all  bishoprics  that  Aaronic  Priesthood  Instructors  be  in- 
vited to  attend  this  class. 

We  are  also  sure  that  if  teachers  in  the  various  other  auxiliaries 
would  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  that  the  proper  kind  of  teaching  and  the 
correct  presentation  of  gospel  truths  can  be  made  to  the  membership  of  the  .Church. 

We  earnestly  suggest  that  all  bishoprics  give  this  class  their  full  and 
unqualified  support,  and  out  of  it  there  will  come  efficient  teaching  which  is  so 
vital  at  this  time,  and  more  than  that,  there  should  be  a  reserve  of  qualified 
teachers  on  hand  to  take  the  place  of  anyone  who  may  be  released  or  move  from  the 
ward. 

Sincerely  your  brethren, 
THE  PRESIDING  BISHOPRIC 


We  urge  every  ward  superintend- 
ent in  the  Church  to  get  whole- 
heartedly behind  this  teacher  train- 
ing class.  It  comes  at  a  time  when 
the  best  teacher  in  the  ward  is  usu- 
ally available  to  teach  the  class. 
After   that   clq.ss    is    over,    what 


a 


Bishop  Carl  W.  Buehner 

wonderful  opportunity  for  the 
trainees  to  sit  in  the  regular  Sunday 
School  class  of  this  teacher  and  ob- 
serve the  methods,  teaching  aids, 
etc.  in  actual  use  by  such  a  teacher. 
No  greater  call  can  come  to  any- 
one than  the  call  to  teach. 


New  Office— Instructor  Director 

HPo  add  to  the  teaching  and  admin- 
istrative  efficiency  of  Sunday 
School  officers  and  teachers,  a  new 
office  in  stake  and  ward  Sunday 
School  boards  is  hereby  created. 

This  office  may  be  filled  on  the 
stake  level  by  a  new  appointee,  or 
by  a  member  of  the  stake  superin- 
tendency,  stake  librarian,  or  other 
well-qualified  member  of  the  stake 
board.  On  the  ward  level  the  office 
of  Instructor  director  logically  would 
be  filled  by  the  ward  Sunday  School 
librarian,  though  a  member  of  the 
superintendency  or  other  qualified 
member  of  the  Sunday  School  fac- 
ulty or  a  specially  appointed  mem- 
ber may  be  given  the  office. 

This  officer  can  do  much  to  en- 
hance the  quality  of  Sunday  School 
teaching  and  administration.  In 
stake  board  meeting  he  should  go 
through  The  Instructor  each  month 
calling  particular  attention  to  perti- 
nent application  and  enrichment  for 
each  department  at  union  meeting. 
In  union  meeting  there  is,  in  addi- 
tion to  that  material  reviewed  in 
stake  board  meetings,  a  wealth  of 
inspirational  material  that  all  Sun- 
day School  workers  will  want  to 
read,  once  it  has  been  called  spe- 
cifically to  their  attention. 

The  stake  Instructor  director 
should  visit  the  respective  pre-serv- 
ice  teacher  training  classes  in  the 
stake  and  give  demonstrations  of  the 
teaching  "know-how"  in  The  In- 
structor. He  should  demonstrate  the 
same  to  ward  Instructor  directors  at 
Union  Meetings  for  use  in  ward 
faculty  meetings. 

In  addition,  this  officer  should 
keep  careful  tab  on  stake  board  and 
ward  subscriptions. 

On  the  ward  level,  The  Instructor 
director  might  keep  a  cross  reference 
file  of  all  past  and  current  Instructor 
articles  and  suggest  to  the  teachers 
specific  application  and  enrichment 
for  each  class  and  for  each  officer. 
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The  director  should  keep  the  teach- 
ing "know-how"  with  which  The 
Instructor  is  particularly  rich,  at 
finger  tips  to  help  the  teachers  make 
their  lessons  more  vivid  and  age- 
appealing.  Such  teaching  "know- 
how"  might  be  given  at  least  ten 


minutes  of  the  teacher  improvement 
period  in  each  ward  faculty  meeting. 
The  ward  Instructor  director  will 
also  want  to  check  the  ward  sub- 
scription list  to  see  that  the  maga- 
zine is  in  the  home  of  every  Sun- 
day  School  officer  or  teacher  and 


that  the  list  of  subscribers  is  kept 
current  with  the  stake  Instructor 
director. 

When  all  this  is  done,  quality  Sun- 
day School  teaching  will  reach  a  new 
high  and,  in  consequence,  many 
more  people. 


BY  THE  GUIDANCE  OF  TWO 

( Concluded  from  page  336. ) 


"massasoit" 

"1\7!hen  this  great  chief  of  the  Wampanoags,  ac- 
companied by  60  armed  and  painted  war- 
riors, visited  the  Pilgrims  March  22,  1621,  more 
than  three  months  after  their  landing,  and  smoked 
the  pipe  of  peace  with  Governor  Carver,  only  50 
colonists  were  alive,  so  bitter  had  been  the  price 
of  cold  and  hunger  and  sickness.  How  easily  these 
50,  with  their  noble  experiment  in  freedom  and 
democracy,  could  have  been  wiped  out!  But 
Massasoit's  promise  never  to  allow  his  people  to 
harm  the  colonists  was  kept  inviolate  for  50 
years. 

The  Indians  taught  the  colonists  the  ways  of 
the  wilderness,  planting,  hunting,  use  of  skins, 
furs  and  foods  growing  wild.  Massasoit  and  some 
of  his  braves  attended  the  first  Thanksgiving  feast 
of  the  Pilgrims. 

A  copy  of  this  majestic  statue  stands  in  the 
rotunda  of  the  Utah  State  Capitol.  Note  the 
nobility  and  patience  in  the  face  of  this  man  who 
was  accustomed  to  commanding;  the  muscular, 
primitive  body  with  its  live  stance;  the  naturalness 
of  the  right  hand,  the  marking  of  the  veins. 

Massasoit  is  wearing  a  triple  strand  of  wam- 
pum (beads)  around  his  neck,  a  hunting  knife 
with  fringed  case  at  his  side,  and  in  his  hand  is 
a  peace  pipe,  with  two  baby  bears  on  it 

( Cut  out  and  paste  on  back  of  mounted  picture. ) 


Sculptor  Torleif  S.  Knaphus  stands  by  his  statue  of  the 

Angel  Moroni. 


Suggestions  For  Use  (1954): 


"Massasoit" 

COURSE  No.  1:  Feb.  21,  "Familiar  Animal  and  Bird  Babies."  (Some 
American  Indians  were  so  fond  of  bears  that  they  made  baby  bears  on 
the  peace  pipes.)  Mar.  14,  "Heavenly  Father  Tells  Us  What  Is  Wise  for 
Us  to  Eat."  (Grains  are  important.  Massasoit  and  his  Indians  taught  the 
colonists  how  to  plant  and  use  corn.)  Dec.  5,  "We  Love  Our  Neighbors 
and  Friends."  (The  Indians  could  have  killed  the  few  Pilgrims.  Instead, 
they  made  them  friends   and  protected  them.) 

COURSE  No.  2:  July  4,  "I  Feel  Good  Inside  When  I'm  Honest." 
(Because  the  Indians  and  Pilgrims  both  were  honest,  peace  and  friendship 
lasted  fifty  years.)  July  18,  "I  Make  Friends  When  I  Am  Kind."  (Be 
like  Massasoit. )  Oct.  17,  "Harvest  Time."  ( The  Pilgrims  invited  Massa- 
soit and  a  few  other  braves  to  the  Thanksgiving  feast  at  harvest  time.) 
Nov.  28,  "I  Learn  about  the  Indians  of  Long  Ago  and  Today."  (What 
the  Pilgrims  learned  about  the  Indians  and  their  ways  helped  to  save 
the  Pilgrims*  lives.) 

COURSE  No.  3,  Unit  I:  Jan.  31,  "What  Is  Another  Meaning  of  the 
Golden  Rule?"  (The  fifty  years  of  peace  between  Massasoit's  Indians  and 
the  whites  saved  many,  many  lives.  That  was  a  very  practical  use  of 
the  Golden  Rule.)  Unit  II,  Mar.  14,  "What  Does  Springtime  Tell  Us?" 
(The  friendly  Indians  taught  the  Pilgrims  how  to  plant  in  this  new  land 
and  to  use  foods  that  grew  wild.)  Unit  IV,  July  11,  "What  Can  We 
Learn  from  the  Life  of  Brigham  Young?"  (He  treated  the  Indians  kindly 
and  made  friends  of  them   whenever  possible,  just   as   the   Pilgrims   did.) 

COURSE  No.  6;  June  27,  "The  Valley  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake."  (Tell 
about  Chief  Washakie,  who  was  friendly  like  Massasoit.)  July  11,  "The 
Fight  against  Famine."  (It  was  like  the  Pilgrims'  fight  against  famine  during 
the  winter   when  they  first   arrived.)    Nov.    21,    "Thanksgiving."    (Indians 


were  at  the  first  Thanksgiving  feast  in  America.     Some   Saints   in  Southern 
Utah  and  other  places  still  have  Indians  as  guests  on  Thanksgiving.) 

COURSE  No.  10:  July  4,  "Who  Is  My  Neighbor?"  (The  Indians  were 
the  neighbors  of  the  Pilgrims   and  of  the  Mormon  Pioneers. ) 

COURSE  No.  12:  Jan.  10,  "In  Search  of  Truth."  (The  Pilgrims,  whom 
Massasoit  helped  to  "preserve."  were  in  search  of  spiritual  truth. ) 

COURSE  No.  16:  March  28,  "General  Religious  Culture  of  the  World." 
(Ouote  Pastor  Robinson's  words  to  the  Pilgrims  and  the  importance  of 
Massasoit's   help   in   preserving   them. ) 

"Angel  Moroni  Monument" 

COURSE  No.  2:  Jan.  3,  "I  Had  a  Heavenly  Home."  (From  his  heaven- 
ly home,  came  the  Angel  Moroni  to  visit  Joseph  and  deliver  the  plates.) 
Jan.  7,  "Our  Heavenly  Father  Hears  Us  When  We  Pray."  (He  heard 
Joseph. ) 

COURSE  No.  4:  July  4,  Unit  IV,  "Where  Did  Our  Church  Come 
From?"    ( Story  of  Joseph  receiving  plates. ) 

COURSE  No.  6:  Jan.  17,  "Joseph  Had  a  Heavenly  Visitor,"  Jan.  24, 
"Joseph  Read  a  Very  Old  Book."  (This  shows  the  Saints'  real  faith  in 
the  teachings   of  the  angel  and  Jesus.) 

COURSE  No.  10:  Jan.  10,  "War  in  Heaven."  (The  Angel  Moroni  and 
Joseph  Smith  were  among  the  faithful  to  God.) 

COURSE  No.  12:  (The  picture  can  be  used  frequently  in  the  first 
part  of  the  course.) 

COURSE  No.  14,  May  30:  "Joseph  Smith,  an  American  Prophet." 
COURSE  No.  24:    (Parent  and  Child)  July  25,  "Some  Particular  Par- 
ental Obligations."   (Teaching  history  of  restoration  of  Gospel.) 

COURSE  No.  25:  June  13,  "As  God  Now  Is."  (Angel  Moroni  was  once 
a  man,  too. ) 
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Hymn  for  the  Month  of  January 


** 


Great  King  of  Heaven . . . 


55 


Carrie  Stockdale  Thomas 

January,  1954,  "Great  King  of 
Heaven,  Our  Hearts  We  Raise," 
Hymns— Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  No.  53. 

FOR  CHORISTERS:  Carrie 
Stockdale  Thomas  (1848-1931),  pio- 
neer mother  of  12  children  including 
the  late  Senator  Elbert  D.  Thomas  is 
the  author  of  our  hymn  for  January. 
Her  short  poem  entitled  "Laudamus" 
appears  in  Our  Legacy,  a  Relief  So- 
ciety Centennial  Anthology  of  Verse 
compiled  by  Annie  Wells  Cannon. 
This  text  was  sung  to  the  tune  of 
"Old  Hundred"  (Doxology)  in  1917 
at  a  Relief  Society  Conference  in 
the  Tabernacle. 


At  the  age  of  15  Sister  Thomas 
came  from  England  with  her  par- 
ents to  Salt  Lake  City.  In  addition 
to  being  a  Sunday  School  teacher  in 
the  old  Seventh  Ward,  she  served 
as  member  of  the  General  Board 
of  the  Relief  Society. 

Our  present  musical  setting  for 
this  number  comes  from  the  pen  of 
Utah's  noted  composer,  Brother  Le- 
Roy  J.  Robertson.  Simplicity  and 
strength  found  in  the  four-part  har- 
mony, plus  an  agreeable  climax  in 
both  melodic  line  and  text  are  con- 
tributing factors  to  this  hymn  of 
exultation  and  praise. 

—Vernon  J.  LeeMaster. 

FOR  ORGANISTS:  Like  the 
hymn  of  a  month  ago,  this  one  needs 
to  be  led  with  a  steady,  restrained 
tempo.    Let  there  be  no  hurry,  but 


Sacrament  Music  and  Gem 

For  the  Month  of  January 


Lento 


GERRIT  DE  JONG  Jit. 

1 


SACRAMENT  GEM 

Jesus  said  unto  her,  I  am  the  resurrection,  and 
the  life:  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he 

were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live: 

And  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me 

shall  never  die  .  .  .  —John  11:25,  26. 
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rather  a  great  steadiness  of  the 
rhythm.  This  will  give  the  per- 
formance strength  of  purpose.  All 
the  wonders  of  the  world  proclaim 
the  greatness  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  and  likewise  do  we,  His 
children,  proclaim  in  mighty  hymn- 
singing  our  praise  of  the  King  of 
heaven. 

The  above  paragraph  gives  in 
words  the  general  spirit  of  the  way 
in  which  this  hymn  should  be  per- 
formed for  greatest  effect.  Let  us 
consider  now  exactly  how  we  do 
that  with  the  organ  stops  and  keys 
and  fingers. 

1.  Play  this  hymn  forte,  even 
fortissimo. 

2.  While  we  play  each  phrase 
legato,  nevertheless  we  shall  ar- 
ticulate, or  breathe,  at  the  end 
of  every  phrase.  The  singers  know 
where  that  is  instinctively.  This 
breath  will  be  the  length  of  an 
eighth  rest,  and  taken  from  the 
words  "heav'n,"  "raise,"  "pray'r," 
"praise,"  "exult,"  "acclaim"  and 
"name."  These  "breaths"  will  be- 
come the  breath  of  life  in  the 
music  of  this  hymn. 

3.  There  are  several  long 
reaches  in  the  left  hand.  If  you 
have  an  organ  with  pedals,  then 
play  the  bass  in  the  pedals  as  you 
usually  do,  and  leave  the  bass  out 
of  the  left  hand.  Re  sure  to  play 
the  tenor  notes.  When  pedals  are 
not  available,  merely  play  the  bass 
an  octave  higher  in  such  places 
where  it  is  beyond  your  reach. 

4.  To  repeat:  be  sure  to  breathe 
in  your  manner  of  playing.  A  great 
poet,  John  Dryden,  said: 

"Bright  Cecilia  raised  the  won- 
der higher; 

When  to  her  Organ  vocal  breath 
was  given, 

An  angel  heard  and  straight 
appear  d— 

Mistaking  Earth  for  Heaven." 

Go  thou  then,  and  do  likewise. 
—Alexander  Schreiner* 


342 


THE       INSTRUCTOR 


Ward  Faculty  Lesson  for 

January 

By  H.  Aldous  Dixon 


In  your  ward  faculty  business  meet- 
ings and  superintendents'  section  of 
union  meetings,  arrive  at  decisions 
through  discussion  .  .  . 


Use  the  Conference  Method! 


Introduction: 

Arriving  at  decisions  through  discussion  is  a  vital 
democratic  procedure.    It  is  a  procedure  that  is 
rapidly  replacing  the  public  address  or  giving  orders  in 
the  conduct  of  business. 

Administration  in  the  Church  or  in  business  should 
be  a  two-way  street  in  which  there  should  be  an  easy 
flow  of  ideas  from  the  top  of  the  organization  to  the 
bottom  and  also  from  the  bottom  to  the  top. 

One  of  the  chief  purposes  of  administration  is  to 
obtain  the  greatest  possible  service  from  all  members 
of  the  organization  toward  the  achievement  of  the 
goals  of  that  organization.  One  of  the  best  ways  to  get 
the  maximum  service  from  each  member  is  to  give  all 
members  a  voice  in  the  development  of  organization 
policies  and  procedures. 

For  these  and  other  reasons  it  is  important  that  all 
of  the  members  of  the  Sunday  School  superintendencies 
not  only  understand  the  importance  of  conference 
leadership  but  also  become  effective  conference  leaders. 
When  this  is  the  case,  the  organization  will  be  able  to 
arrive  at  decisions  through  discussion.  Effective  con- 
ference leadership  is  also  indispensable  in  ordinary 
Sunday  School  teaching. 

The  Purpose  of  this  Lesson: 

The  purpose  of  this  faculty  meeting  is  as  follows: 

1.  To  teach  the  advantages  of  the  conference  meth- 
od and  conference  leadership  as  may  be  used  in  ward 
faculty  business  meetings,  and  in  the  superintendent's 
section  of  the  Sunday  School  union  meetings. 

2.  To  demonstrate  one  method  of  conference  leader- 
ship. 

3.  To  give  ward  and  stake  administrators  an  oppor- 
tunity to  obtain  training  in  the  conduct  of  discussion 
groups  by  following  the  method  suggested  in  this  lesson. 


How  to  Proceed: 

• 

1.  For  the  purpose  of  this  particular  lesson  it  is; 
necessary  that  the  teacher  follow  the  instructions  listed 
below.   The  lesson  is  planned  for  a  45-minute  period. 

(Before  attempting  to  teach  this  lesson,  please  read 
the  instructions  and  lesson  material  several  times  in 
their  entirety  and  then  study  and  think  through  any 
sections  which  you  have  not  mastered.) 

2.  Call  your  group  to  order.  See  that  they  are  all 
supplied  with  Instructors.  Ask  them  to  turn  to  this 
lesson  in  the  Instructor  and  read  aloud  (with  them  fol- 
lowing your  reading)  the  "Introduction"  and  the  "Pur- 
pose" of  this  lesson. 

3.  Now  divide  your  group  into  four  committees  just 
as  they  are  seated.  Tell  Committee  I  to  nominate  a 
competent  leader,  then  Committee  II  and  so  on  until 
each  committee  has  a  chairman. 

4.  Explain  to  the  group  that  the  instructions  for 
each  committee  are  found  in  The  Instructor  and  have 
the  group  turn  to  the  page  where  each  committee  as- 
signment is  found. 

Inform  them  that  they  will  be  allowed  only  ten 
minutes  for  committee  work  and  that  they  must  carry 
out  the  instructions  in  the  assignment  to  their  specific 
committee.  Tell  them  that  as  soon  as  they  get  in  their 
committee  meetings  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  read  or 
have  the  chairman  read  the  assignment  as  a  whole  and 
then  prepare  the  assignment. 

Ask  the  staff  members  to  form  themselves  immedi- 
ately into  committee  groups.  (Preferably  in  a  small 
circle.) 

Circulate  among  the  groups.  Answer  any  questions. 
After  ten  minutes,  call  the  groups  back  into  the  meeting 
of  the  committee  as  a  whole. 

5.  Appoint  a  "timer"  and  instruct  him  in  front  of 
the  class  to  tap  thirty  seconds  before  the  end  of  each 
report  and  to  stand  at  the  end  of  three  minutes  and 
remain  standing  until"  the  speaker  sits  down. 
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6.  Call  upon  each  chairman  to  give  his  three-minute 
report  but  introduce  the  chairman  of  Committee  IV  by 
saying,  "The  chairman  of  Committee  IV  will  now  give 
the  reaction  of  his  group  to  the  method  employed  in 
conducting  this  recitation." 

Committee  I  —  Assignment: 

1.  Read  through  the  material  in  this  assignment. 

2.  Your  Problem:  What  are  the  advantages  of  the  conference 
method  when  applied  to  the  solution  of  Sunday  School 
problems? 

3.  Material  bearing  on  your  problem: 

Benjamin  Franklin  said,  "Experience  is  a  good  school- 
master, but  a  dear  one.  Only  fools  learn  in  no  other 
way."  We  do  not  have  time  to  learn  everything  from  our 
own  experience.  Progressive  people  learn  much  from  the 
experience  of  other  people. 

On  the  other  hand,  learning  is  greatest  when  one  gets 
responses  from  others  to  his  own  ideas.  Merely  to  state 
one's  opinion  before  a  group  and  to  receive  the  group 
reaction  to  that  opinion  places  the  contributor  of  the  idea 
in  an  educational  situation  that  is  incomparable  in  its 
effectiveness. 

The  open  discussion  of  problems  also  tends  to  give 
the  group  a  balanced  view.  During  the  discussion  the 
extremists  tend  to  balance  each  other  off.  Group  dis- 
cussion methods  are  incomparable  in  their  power  to 
organize  the  intelligence  of  the  employees  of  an  estab- 
lishment, and  organized  intelligence  is  one  of  the  greatest 
earthly  powers. 

If,  however,  intelligence  is  to  be  organized,  the  pur- 
pose of  the  conference  must  be  specific  and  clearly 
understood  by  the  discussants  and  conclusions  arrived  at 
that  are  acceptable  to  all.  The  ideal  conference  seeks  not 
only  a  majority  vote,  but  a  concurrence  by  every  member 
of  the  group  in  the  findings  of  the  group.  Group  discus- 
sion methods  tend  to  make  the  participants  humble  enough 
to  listen  to  others  and  to  give  deference  to  other  people's 
points  of  view. 

In  our  Sunday  Schools  there  are  usually  two  types  of 
learning  involved:  (1)  Learning  skills  and  (2)  learning 
to  work  with  others.  A  well-organized  program  of  con- 
ferences on  specific  problems  results  in  the  kind  of  train- 
ing of  the  people  to  work  with  others.  In  Sunday  School 
they  can  neither  neglect  the  achievement  skills  nor  social 
skills. 

4.  The  findings  and  attitudes  of  your  committee  will  be  ex- 
pressed by  your  chairman  in  a  three-minute  talk  before 
the  entire  group.  Help  him  to  make  a  most  convincing 
report. 

Committee  II  —  Assignment: 

1.  Read  all  of  the  material  in  this  assignment. 

2.  Help  your  chairman  to  prepare,  in  the  ten  minutes  al- 
lotted, a  stimulating  talk  on  the  following  two  problems: 

a.  What  are  some  of  the  characteristics  of  an  effective 
conference? 

b.  What  are  the  chief  characteristics  of  a  competent  con- 
ference leader? 

3.  Lesson  material: 

a.  One  member  of  our  organization  complained  against 
his  superior  officer  as  follows:  "He  never  discusses  a 
thing  with  me,  all  he  does  is  hand  down  a  bulletin  that 
is  cold  and  ofttimes  insinuating  and  insulting.  His 
bulletins  in  many  cases  show  me  that  he  doesn't  know 
what  he  is  talking  about  and  that  in  these  cases  his 
instructions  are  the  worst  thing  that  could  happen  to 
the  institution.  If  he  would  only  give  me  the  chance 
to  explain  my  point  of  view  at  least  once  in  a  while, 
I  would  feel  so  much  different  and  our  work  would  be 
so  much  more  effective." 

One  of  the  chief  purposes  of  the  conference  is  to 
give  people  a  chance  to  explain  their  point  of  view.  In 
any  conference,  two  or  more  persons  are  involved.  All 
participants  will  be  both  listeners  and  speakers.  The 
conference  is  purposeful  and  businesslike.  It  is  not 
called  just  for  the  fun  of  it.    It  should  be  well  prepared 


and  well   planned,    but   at  the    same   time    the   plan 
should  be  flexible  in  order  to  permit  changes  within 
the  area  of  the  purpose  as  dictated  by  the  feelings 
of  the  members  of  the  conference. 

If  the  conference  is  well  planned,  it  will  employ 
language  that  expresses  the  ideas  clearly.  The  con- 
ference should  comprise  a  group  large  enough  for  a 
rather  wide  range  of  ideas,  but  small  enough  to  give 
opportunity  for  good,  active,  self-directive  participa- 
tion. The  members  should  be  sold  on  the  values  of 
the  conference.  A  good  conference  deals  with  prob- 
lems that  are  of  concern  to  the  participants. 

In  the  good  conference  some  time  is  spent  at  the 
outset  considering  how  the  conference  will  operate  and 
what  major  decisions  are  to  be  made.  In  the  effective 
conference  there  is  always  a  group  observer  who  evalu- 
ates the  worth-whileness  of  the  procedures.  The  con- 
ference resembles  the  original  New  England  town 
meeting  where  democracy  was  at  its  best.  It  is  con- 
cerned with  cooperative  thinking  and  democratic  pro- 
cedures, 
b.  The  conference  leader  is  the  spark  that  starts  the  car. 
The  members  of  the  conference  constitute  the  gasoline 
which  runs  the  car.  Presiding  at  a  conference  is  not  a 
chance  to  shine.  It  is  an  opportunity  to  get  others  to 
rise  and  shine.  The  conference  leader  is  not  a  dictator, 
but  a  sympathetic  listener.  His  duty  is  to  draw  out 
thoughts  of  others.  He  is  the  host  of  the  party,  not  a 
Hon  tamer.  He  is  there  to  see  that  his  guests  show 
themselves  in  their  best  light.  He  should  be  person- 
ally relaxed,  informal,  friendly,  patient  and  exceedingly 
courteous.  He  must  spend  long  hours  of  preparation 
and  also  confer  with  resource  people  and  assistants  in 
preparation  for  the  conference.  An  effective  conference 
leader  secures  the  voluntary  acceptance  of  others  of 
what  needs  to  be  done. 

Committee  III  —  Assignment: 

1.  Read  all  of  material  in  this  assignment. 

2.  Discuss  the  problem  assigned  and  help  your  chairman  pre- 
pare an  interesting  report  on:  "What  are  some  of  the 
dangers  in  arriving  at  decisions  through  discussion?" 

3.  Lesson  material:  Some  of  the  outstanding  dangers  might 
be  listed  as  follows : 

a.  An  incompetent  discussion  leader  who  does  not  make 
preparation  or  has  no  clear-cut  objectives  cannot  keep 
the  group  on  the  subject,  and  as  a  result,  cannot  lead 
the  conference  to  any  profitable  conclusions. 

b.  Lack  of  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  discussants. 
Many  failures  are  due  to  poorly  informed  discussants 
and  poorly  conducted  conferences. 

c.  Forcing  participants  to  undertake  studies  and  develop- 
ment activities  to  which  they  are  not  converted. 

d.  The  failure  to  train  discussants  in  discussion  methods. 
They  should  become  time-conscious,  learn  to  listen, 
seek  to  solve  the  problem  in  the  interest  of  the  institu- 
tion rather  than  merely  to  take  other  peoples'  time  to 
show  off  their  own  cleverness  or  understanding.  Above 
all  things,  they  should  prepare,  read,  plan  and  discuss 
the  problem  with  others  as  preparation  for  the  con- 
ference. They  should  also  accept  the  fact  that  many 
items  discussed  are  sacred  to  the  Church  itself  and 
should  not  be  talked  about  out  of  the  inner  discussion 
circle. 

e.  Discussants  should  be  brought  to  see  that  the  invitation 
to  be  free  in  expressing  their  ideas  is  a  privilege,  not  a 
right,  and  that  this  privilege  is  accorded  only  to  people 
who  have  earned  it  by  showing  that  they  are  capable 
of  self-discipline,  judicious  judgment  and  sufficient 
courtesy  to  others  to  concede  them  their  full  rights. 

Time  should  be  spent  in  discussing  the  difference 
between  unlimited  democracy  and  constitutional  democ- 
racy. Unlimited  democracy  leads  to  confusion,  chaos, 
and  anarchy.  People  who  believe  in  an  unlimited 
democracy  are  as  dangerous  as  the  type  who  believe  in 
no  democracy,  because  they  are  unwilling  to  concede 
that  other  people  have  rights  as  well  as  they  themselves. 
A  constitutional  democracy  is  the  type  of  democracy 
under  which  most  Latter-day  Saints  live. 

f.  Describe  any  other  dangers  in  using  the  method. 

( Concluded  on  page  347. ) 
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Junior  Sunday  School 


During  the  worship  service,  the  children  learn 
the  meaning  and  value  of  prayers.  Here  Anne 
Bennion  conducts  her  class  in  a  spiritual  ex- 
perience  in   West    Ensign    Ward,    Ensign    Stake. 


By  Margaret  Ipson  Kitto 

Worship 
in  the 

Primary 
Class 


Ceven-  and  8-year-old  children  are 
expanding  in  their  spiritual  inter- 
ests and  growing  in  appreciation  of 
the  principles  and  practices  of  our 
Church  as  seen  through  ordinances, 
rituals,  and  everyday  living;  there- 
fore, their  interest  in  the  worship 
service  of  Sunday  School  is  more 
keen  and  they  are  more  aware  of  its 
significance. 

Songs,  prayers,  poems,  stories  and 
the  sacramental  service  make  up  the 
worship  service  of  Junior  Sunday 
School.  Children  of  the  Primary 
class  are  active  participants  in  all 
of  these  activities.  Individual  as  well 
as  group  participation  make  the 
service  interesting  and  meaningful. 
Through  conversation  with  the  chil- 
dren each  step  of  the  program  is  dis- 
cussed and  each  child  is  given  the 
opportunity  to  worship  at  his  level 
of  understanding. 

Songs  Are  Important 

Songs  play  an  important  part  of 
the  worship  service.  Boys  and  girls 
of  primary  age  love  to  participate  in 
singing.  There  is  a  wonderful  op- 
portunity to  help  them  worship 
through  song.  When  the  songs  are 
wisely  chosen  and  taught  .  with 
understanding,  they  become  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  religious  experi- 


ence. Songs  also  create  an  attitude 
of  worship  and  an  atmosphere  con- 
ducive to  reverence.  Songs  should 
be  sung  in  a  reverent  manner.  The 
attitude  of  the  teachers  and  chorister 
is  reflected  in  the  attitude  of  the 
children.  Example  is  a  great  teach- 
er. Singing  with  the  entire  group 
"Our  Father  in  heaven,  we  hallow 
thy  name,"  or  "Father,  I  thank  thee 
for  thy  love"  (Living  Our  Religion- 
Part  II,  pp.  75  and  76)  would  help 
any  boy  or  girl  to  experience  a  feel- 
ing of  worship  and  instill  within  him 
a  desire  to  live  close  to  our  Heavenly 
Father. 

Learning  To  Pray 

During  the  class  time,  lessons  are 
taught  that  help  develop  an  under- 
standing of  the  various  phases  of 
the  worship  service.  The  lesson 
about  prayer  ( Living  Our  Religion- 
Part  II,  page  72)  helps  the  children 
to  learn  how  to  pray.  It  also  helps 
them  to  be  more  attentive  to  the 
prayers  offered  by  others  as  it 
teaches  them  to  know  that  the  word, 
"Amen,"  means  "May  it  be  so"  and 
is  a  way  of  telling  our  Heavenly 
Father  that  the  prayer  is  theirs,  too. 

The  sacred  and  reverential  lan- 
guage of  prayer  is  also  stressed.  If 
boys  and  girls  can  learn  at  an  early 


age  to  use  "thee"  and  "thou"  and 
"thine"  when  referring  to  deity  it 
will  improve  any  worship  service  in 
which  they  may  participate. 

Knowing  that  a  prayer  consists  of 
four  parts  will  aid  boys  and  girls  to 
participate  in  the  worship  service 
with  more  meaning.   The  parts  are: 

1.  The  salutation  in  which  we  ad- 
dress our  Heavenly  Father, 

2.  The  thank  you  for  blessings  re- 
ceived, 

3.  The  request  for  blessings  de- 
sired, 

4.  The  closing  which  is  always 
said  ".  .  .  in  the  name  of  thy 
Son,  Jesus  Christ,  Amen." 

Only  when  boys  and  girls  fully 
understand  the  significance  of  the 
sacrament  does  it  become  a  real  part 
of  the  worship  service  to  them. 
Through  the  lessons  taught  during 
class  time  the  children  come  to  real- 
ize the  importance  of  the  sacra- 
mental service.  Then  it  becomes 
meaningful  to  them.  As  the  words 
of  the  blessing  of  the  bread  and 
water  are  analyzed  (Living  Our  Re- 
ligion, Part  I,  p.  33  and  Living  Our 
Religion,  Part  II,  p.  85)  their  beauty 
and  meaning  become  real  to  the 
children.  Then  they  can  see  the 
purpose  of  the  sacramental  service. 
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Boys  and  girls  learn  that  by  partak- 
ing of  the  sacrament  we  "renew  our 
covenants"  or  make  promises: 

1.  ".  .  .  To  always  remember 
him,  .  .  ." 

2.  ".  .  .  -And  keep  His  command- 
ments which  he  has  given 
us,  .  .  . 

3.  ".  .  .  That  we  may  always  have 
His  Spirit  to  be  with  us.  .  .  ." 

They  are  also  taught  that  they 
should  consciously  think  about  these 
things  during  the  administration  of 
the  sacrament.  When  these  ideas 
are  planted  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  young  children  it  will  influence 
their  participation  in  the  sacramental 
service  and  make  it  a  truly  fine  and 
meaningful  part  of  the  worship  serv- 
ice. 

Teacher's  Responsibility 

The  teacher's  responsibility  in  aid- 
ing the  child  in  his  desire  to  worship 
is  great.  She  is  the  religious  leader 
who  holds  the  key  to  his  spiritual 
development.  Rejoice  in  your  con- 
tribution to  the  happiness  of  child- 
hood. Human  souls!  What  precious 
material!  Surely  it  calls  for  the  best 
one  has  to  give.  Approach  your 
work  with  gratitude  and  careful 
preparation  as  you  plan  for  the  wor- 
ship of  your  boys  and  girls.  You 
are  the  font  of  living  water  to  quench 
the  child's  everlasting  thirst  for 
knowledge. 


January,  1954,  "The  Sacrament,"— 
The  Children  Sing,  No.  64. 

The  true  significance  of  the  sacra- 
ment is,  of  course,  difficult  for  chil- 
dren to  understand.  So  we  need  to 
begin  to  teach  them  about  it  in 
Junior  Sunday  School.  The  words 
which'  to  us  seem  self-explanatory 
will  not  be  that  way  to  the  children. 
We  must  explain  each  stanza  very 
simply  so  that  their  young  minds 
will  grasp  its  meaning. 

Our  picture  packets  contain  an  ex- 
cellent picture  of  a  deacon  passing 
the  sacrament  and  a  colored  picture 
of  "The  Last  Supper."  To  add  inter- 
est we  can  use  a  picture  of  Alexander 
Schreiner  who  wrote  the  melody  for 
this  song.  The  July  Instructor  in 
1953  contains  a  picture  of  Brother 
Schreiner  seated  at  the  organ.  It 
would  be  better  to  use  just  one  or 
two  pictures  at  each  practice  period 
in  order  to  avoid  confusing  the  chil- 
dren. 

We  need  to  tell  the  children  that 
partaking  of  the  sacrament  is  a 
sacred  and  precious  privilege  and 
so  the  sacrament  song  is  sung  sweet- 
ly and  solemnly.  Observe  the  rests 
in  the  song  and  give  the  dotted  half 
notes  at  the  end  of  the  phrases  their 
full  value. 

If  the  choristers  and  organists 
know  this  song  well  before  attempt- 
ing to  present  it,  the  children  will 
gain  a  deeper  meaning  from  their 
teaching. 

-Edith  M.  Nash. 

QUESTIONS  FROM  THE  FIELD 


NEXT  MONTH'S  ARTICLE  Birthday  Observance 


"VText  month's  article  will  be  "Rela- 
•^  tionship  of  Senior  and  Junior 
Sunday  Schools,"  by  Claribel  Aldous. 


SACRAMENT  GEM 

HpEACH  me,  God,  to  know  the  right 

In  every  way  be  true, 
That  all  may  see  thy  guiding  light, 
In  everything  I  do. 


SONG  OF  THE  MONTH 

And  that  thou  mayest  more  fully 
keep  thyself  unspotted  from  the 
world,  thou  shalt  go  to  the  house  of 
prayer  and  offer  up  thy  sacraments 
upon  my  holy  day. 

—Doctrine  and  Covenants  59:9. 


Question:  What  is  a  good  program 
to  follow  in  regard  to  children's 
birthdays  in  Junior  Sunday  School? 
Are  they  observed?  If  so,  what  are 
some  good  ways  to  make  this  recog- 
nition different  than  that  of  the  home 
and  of  the  midweek  Primary  ob- 
servance? 

Answer:  A  child's  birthday  is  a 
very  special  occasion  to  him  and 
warrants  personal  attention  by  all 
of  his  close  associates.  Most  homes 
recognize  this  opportunity  and 
plan  some  happy  event  for  the 
day.  The  Primary  association,  too, 
in  its  outlined  program  provides 
an  outstanding  opportunity  for  a 
child  to  be  honored  by  his  asso- 
ciates as  they  sing  to  him,  and  for 
him  to  honor  himself  in  a  gener- 
ous act  of  "birthday  pennies"  for 
a  worthy  cause. 

In  recognition  of  these  two  fine 
experiences  which  most  children 


have  each  birthday,  and  because 
Junior  Sunday  School  is  a  worship 
service  on  the  Sabbath,  no  regular 
birthday  observation  is  planned 
in  its  program.  Class  teachers 
will  make  the  best  contribution  as 
they  quietly  join  with  the  child 
in  the  joy  of  his  growing  up  and 
weave  this  significance  into  the 
lesson  presentation. 

The  devotional  exercises  are 
planned  as  a  full  program  of  wor- 
ship for  children  and  will  meet 
the  needs  of  the  young  members 
of  the  Church  best  when  they  are 
kept  on  this  plane.  Any  focus  on 
a  child's  birthday  would  be  done 
in  announcing  his  developing  abil- 
ities of  performance  or  on  his  bap- 
tism, as  with  the  8-year-olds. 

Thoughtful  coordinators,  as  they 
plan  closely  with  class  teachers, 
will  find  satisfying  ways  to  note 
with  children  that  growing  up 
means  growing  in  responsibility. 
— Eva  May  Green. 


ENRICHMENT  MATERIAL 

Introduction  to  a  Story  for  Telling 

f~\F  all  the  men  who  have  ever  lived 
upon  the  earth,  Jesus  was  the 
finest  and  best,  the  most  loving, 
brave  and  true.  One  reason  He  was 
so  fine  and  brave  and  true  was  be- 
cause He  lived  all  of  Heavenly 
Father's  commandments. 

Today  I  am  going  to  tell  you  a 
make-believe  story  about  one  of 
these  commandments  and  when  I  am 
through  I  want  to  see  if  anyone  can 
tell  me  what  the  commandment  is. 
Here  is  the  story: 

WEE  BLACK  BEAR 

/""Nne  bright  sunshiny  Sunday  morn- 
ing  Wee  Black  Bear  put  on  his 
brand-new  blue  pants,  his  pretty, 
new  orange  jacket  and  his  blue  bow- 
tie.    He  kissed  mother  bear  good- 


" Aren't  you  going  to  Sunday  School?"  Wee 
Black  Bear  asked. 
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by  and  started  off  to  Junior  Sunday 
School. 

"Hurry  now  so  you  won't  be  late, 
and  come  right  home  when  Sunday 
School's  out,"  called  mamma  bear 
as  she  waved  him  good-by. 

"Hi-ho,  hi-ho,   to   Sunday  School 

,  I'll  go, 

I'll  be  as  good  as  a  little  bear 
should,     . 

Hi-ho,  hi-ho,"  sang  Wee  Black 
Bear  as  he  hurried  down  the  hill. 

Just  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  where 
the  pathway  turns  to  cross  the 
stream,  he  met  Teddy  Bear  and 
Billy  B^ar.  They  had  fishing  rods 
over  their  shoulders.  Wee  Black 
Bear  looked  at  them  in  surprise. 
"Aren't  you  going  to  Sunday 
School?"  he  asked. 

"No,"  said  Teddy,  "Sunday  School's 
no  fun."  Then  he  and  Billy  started 
singing, 

"Tra-la-lay,  Tra-la-lay, 

We're  goin'  fishin'  this  sunny  day." 

"Come  on,"  said  Billy  to  Wee 
Black  Bear.  "You  come  with  us." 

"Oh,  I  couldn't!"  said  Wee  Black 
Bear.  "My  father  and  mother  and 
my  teacher  expect  me  to  be  there; 
besides,  I  like  Junior  Sunday  School, 
and  I  like  my  teacher,  too.' 

"Oh,  I  like  my  teacher,  too,"  said 
Billy,  "but  I  don't  have  to  go  every 
Sunday." 

"Besides,"  said  Teddy,  "Your  moth- 
er and  father  won't  know  you've 
come  with  us,  and  you  couldn't  pos- 
sibly hurt  your  new  suit  just  stand- 
ing on  the  bank  fishing." 

"Wee  Black  Bear  just  knew  he 
shouldn't,  but  it  looked  like  it  would 
be  such  fun,  so  even  though  he 
didn't  feel  right  inside,  he  decided 
it  wouldn't  hurt  to  miss  Sunday 
School  just  this  once,  and  so  he 
went  with  them  singing, 


"Tra-la-lay,  Tra-la-lay, 

We're  goin'  fishin'  this  sunny  day." 

Soon  they  came  to  a  quiet  pool. 

"Ill    bet    there's    fish    here,"    said 

Teddy. 

"I'll  bet  there  is,  too,"  said  Billy, 
and  he  cast  his  line  into  the  pool. 

"Hey!"  said  Teddy,  "You  go  some- 
place else.  I  saw  this  pool  first." 
Right  then  they  started  to  quarrel. 
Wee  Black  Bear  tried  to  stop  them, 
but  Teddy  pushed  him  and  Billy 
pushed  him  and  he  fell,  smack!  right 
into  the  middle  of  the  fish  pond. 

Poor  Wee  Black  Bear!  His  new 
blue  pants  and  pretty  orange  jacket 
and  blue  bowtie  were  all  wet  and 
muddy,  and  he'd  hurt  his  leg.  Teddy 
just  laughed  at  him,  so  Wee  Black 
Bear  started  to  cry.  He  knew  it 
wouldn't  do  any  good,  but  he  just 
couldn't  help  it.  Billy  helped  to 
pull  him  out,  but  Teddy  laughed 
still  harder  and  said,  "Oh  me,  oh 
my,  just  look  at  the  baby  cry." 

That  made  Wee  Black  Bear  angry, 
and  he  said, 

"I  listened  to  you,  and  I   did 

wrong, 

But  you'll  find  out  before  too  long 

That  it  doesn't  pay  to  break  the 
rule, 

Next  Sunday,  I'm  going  to  Sunday 
School." 

When  Wee  Black  Bear  got  home, 
mamma  bear  didn't  scold  him.  She 
knew  he'd  learned  his  lesson  and 
that  next  Sunday  he  would  go  to 
his  class  to  hear  the  wonderful 
stories  and  sit  with  the  other  good 
bears.  So  she  dried  his  eyes  and 
said,  "Never  mind,  Wee  Black  Bear, 
tomorrow  we'll  wash  and  iron  your 
new  blue  pants,  your  pretty  orange 
jacket,  and  your  blue  bowtie,  and 


Billy  helped  to  pull  him  out. 

next  Sunday  you  can  go  to  Junior 
Sunday  School  singing: 

'Hi-ho,  hi-ho,  to  Sunday  School  I'll 

go, 
I'll  be  as   good  as   a  little  bear 

should, 
Hi-ho,  hi-ho, 

At  Conclusion  of  Story 

At  the  conclusion  of  story  let 
children  sing,  "Hi-ho,  Hi-ho  —  etc." 
(Most  of  them  have  heard  it  in 
Walt  Disney's  "Snow  White.")  But 
instead  of  singing,  "I'll  be  as  good 
as  a  little  bear  should,"  the  boys 
sing,  "I'll  be  as  good  as  a  little 
boy  should,"  and  the  girls  substitute 
".  .  .  little  girl." 

When  they  have  finished  singing, 
ask  if  anyone  can  tell  what  com- 
mandment this  story  is  about. 
Usually  some  child  will  answer  "  .  . 
that  we  should  go  to  Sunday  School 
on  Sunday  morning  instead  of  going 
fishing." 

"Yes,"  you  reply,  "the  command- 
ment says,  'Remember  the  Sabbath 
Day  to  keep  it  Holy.' ' 

—Hilda  E.  Larson. 


USE  THE  CONFERENCE  METHOD! 
( Concluded  from  page  344. ) 

Committee  IV  —  Assignment: 

1.  Purpose:  To  this  committee  is  assigned  the  observation 
and  analysis  of  the  method  used  in  conducting  the  class 
recitation. 

2.  Read  the  "Instructions  to  the  Teacher." 

3.  Questions  concerning  the  method  used. 

a.  In  this  instance,  was  the  method  superior  to  the  lecture 
method? 

b.  How  does  the  method  rate  with  regard  to: 

i.  The  number  in  the  class  participating? 
ii.  The  assumption  of  responsibility  by  class  members? 
iii.  Stimulation  of  thought  and  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  class? 


iv.  Acquisition  and  mastery  of  information  concerning 

the  Ten  Commandments? 
v.  Ease  with  which  the  teacher  handled  the  group? 

vi.  The  development  of  wholesome  emotionalized  atti- 
tudes? 

vii.  Increasing  the  will  to  use  conference  methods? 

c.  Is  the  method  one  of  the  methods  that  could  be  used 
with  profit  as  one  method  in  ordinary  Sunday  School 
teaching? 

d.  Does  such  a  lesson  plan  leave  too  little  room  for  the 
ordinary  teacher's  own  creative  ability,  or  do  teachers 
want  their  lessons  outlined  in  considerable  detail? 

e.  What  other  suggestions  have  you  for  improving  the 
teaching  of  this  lesson? 

Did  the  lesson  achieve  its  objectives? 


TjyiLT  thou  draw  near  the  nature  \   patient,  humble  temper  gathers  A  more  perfect  race  means  a  more 

of  the  gods?   Draw  near  them  ***■  blessings  that  are  marred  by  the  "^  soulful  race,  a  more  soulful  race 

then  in  being  merciful;  sweet  mercy  peevish,  and  overlooked  by  the  as-  is  a  race  having  greater  capacity  for 

is  nobility's  true  badge.  piring.  love. 

—Shakespeare.  -E.  H.  Chapin.  —Ellen  Key. 
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Across  this  lawn  the  British  Temple  will  be  built. 

ELEVEN  DAYS  WITH  PRESIDENT  McKAY 
IN  EUROPE 

( Concluded  from  page  325. ) 

ranged  for  President  and  Sister  McKay  to  receive  the 
invitation  to  attend  the  Queen's  garden  party. 

As  I  introduced  the  President  to  the  children,  the 
eldest,  Rosanne,  11,  said  "Yes,  I  met  President  McKay 
this  afternoon,  at  New  Chapel,  when  I  asked  him  for 
his  autograph." 

"And  did  you  get  it?"  President  McKay  inquired. 

"No,"  she  replied,  "Father  called  me  away.  He  did 
not  want  me  to  bother  you." 

"Did  I  ask  you  if  you  thought  I  could  write?"  the 
President  asked. 

"Yes,"  said  Rosanne,  "and  I  said  'yes'  I  thought  you 
could." 

"Then  I  have  found  the  little  girl  I  have  been  look- 
ing for.   May  I  give  you  my  autograph  now?" 

And  Rosanne  was  the  happiest  little  American-Mor- 
mon girl  in  England.  The  President  was  happy  also; 
he  had  kept  faith  with  a  little  child. 

At  8:30  that  evening  President  and  Sister  McKay, 
Dr.  Llewelyn  McKay  and  I  took  the  Royal  Scot  from 
London's  Euston  Station  for  Glasgow,  en  route  to  Aber- 
deen, Scotland  where  a  meeting  with  the  members  of 
the  Aberdeen  branch  had  been  arranged  for  Tuesday 
evening. 

It  was  the  morning  of  the  ninth  day  with  the  Presi- 
dent in  Europe  that  we  arrived  at  6  a.m.  in  Glasgow. 
At  the  Central  Station  we  hired  a  cab  to  take  us  to 
Buchanan  Street  Station.  When  President  McKay  ex- 
plained we  wanted  to  catch  the  7:30  train  to  Aberdeen, 
the  cab  driver  said: 

"Aye!  It's  flag  day  in  Aber-r-r-r-r-deen.  The  streets 
will  be  deser-r-r-r-r-ted." 

"Why?"  asked  Dr.  Llewelyn  McKay. 

"Because,  the  Aberdonians  are  Scots  and  they  will 
na  par-r-r-t  with  a  thruppeny  bit  to  buy  a  flag!"  ex- 
plained the  joker. 

Upon  our  arriving  in  Aberdeen,  we  registered  at 
The  Hotel  Gloucester,  where  the  President  relaxed 
while  he  prepared  for  the  evening  and  was  interviewed 
by  a  representative  of  the  Associated  Press. 

Sister  McKay  and  Dr.  Llewelyn  McKay  took  a 
tour  of  this  attractive  city  of  granite.    They  saw  the 


famous  Wallace  Monument,  Mareschal  College  and  the 
great  granite  quarries. 

That  evening  at  58  Polmuir  Road  the  prearranged 
Tuesday  meeting  with  the  Aberdeen  Saints  was  held. 
The  chapel,  attractive  and  comfortable,  accomodates 
80  people,  but  106  were  present.  All  the  members  of 
the  Aberdeen  branch  were  there  and  their  friends  and 
a  bus  load  of  Saints  from  Dundee,  a  two-hour  ride 
away.  This  was  a  day  which  will  be  long  remembered 
in  these  delightful  Scottish  branches  of  the  Church. 

Before  breakfast,  on  the  tenth  day  with  the  Presi- 
dent, Wednesday,  August  12,  he  and  Sister  McKay  and 
Dr.  Llewelyn  McKay  left  the  hotel  to  go  to  the  famous 
early  morning  Aberdeen  fish  market.  I  remained  at  the 
hotel  to  meet  the  automobile  parties  due  to  arrive  from 
Carnoustie,  where  they  had  stopped  for  the  night.  They 
arrived  a  few  minutes  after  the  President's  party  left 
the  hotel. 

We  left  Aberdeen  near  9:30  a.m.  on  Wednesday, 
driving  westward  along  the  banks  of  the  River  Dee 
towards  Balmoral. 

From  Balmoral  we  left  the  main  highway  to  go 
over  the  upland  moors,  wild  and  windswept,  and 
threaded  our  way  over  the  narrow  roads  toward  In- 
verness. 

"Scotland  is  bleak,  lonely  and  awesome  here.  The 
retreating  ranges  of  mountains  fading  in  the  distance 
impose  a  silence  upon  and  an  illusion  of  vastness  to 
this  plateau. 

Everywhere  heather  was  in  bud.  Hues  of  purple 
dominated  the  landscape. 

Our  arrival  at  Inverness  near  3:30  p.m.  gave  Presi- 
dent McKay  opportunity  to  obtain  the  railroad  reserva- 
tions for  the  next  day. 

The  Scottish  Travel  Bureau  gave  us  little  hope  that 
we  would  get  hotel  accommodations  for  the  night  by 
calling  ahead  so  we  set  out  hopefully  that  some  way- 
side inn  would  have  room. 

Our  route  through  Dingwall,  Bonar  Bridge,  and 
Brora  to  Helmsdale  was  fair  with  alternating  views  of 
the  land  and  sea,  verdant  countryside  and  heather  hued 
mountains  and  moors.  On  these  Scottish  uplands  we 
saw  mile  upon  mile  of  peat  bogs  and  the  digging  of 
peat  for  the  winter  fuel. 

By  6:30  p.m.  we  arrived  at  Helmsdale,  still  90  miles 
from  Thurso,  birthplace  of  President  McKay's  father. 
We  decided  to  try  for  lodgings  for  the  night.  All  three 
hotels  in  this  north  of  Scotland  fishing  village  were 
filled,  but  the  hospitable  young  hotel  keeper  of  the 
Bridge  Hotel  said;  "We  canna  have  you  come  into  the 
North  of  Scotland  and  have  no  place  to  stay."  So  he 
drove  off  in  his  car  to  explore  the  homes  of  the  village 
for  lodgings  for  our  party  of  nine. 

When  he  returned  he  had  rooms  at  McKays  on  the 
water  front  for  President  and  Sister  McKay  and  Dr. 
McKay.  At  another  McKay  home  on  the  hillside  he 
placed  President  Stringham  and  Elder  Orgill,  and  south 
along  the  river  at  Mo  Dhachaidh  (Gaelic  for  "My 
Home")  of  the  Sutherlands  he  arranged  a  welcome  for 
the  Reisers. 

Thus  closed  the  tenth  eventful  day  with  the  Presi- 
dent. 

At  7  a.m.  Thursday,  the  eleventh  day,  our  party 
drove  out  of  Helmsdale,  bound  for  Thurso.  Road 
traffic,  the  weather,  and  our  eagerness  to  reach  Thurso 
favored  us  and  we  arrived  for  breakfast  near  8:30  a.m. 
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After  that  the  morning  was  spent  delightfully  ob- 
serving and  enjoying  President  McKay's  rediscovery  of 
the  birthplace  of  his  father,  David  McKay,  in  the  stone 
house  in  the  field  near  Janetstoun,  a  few  miles  west  of 
Thurso. 

Sometime  in  the  1830's,  the  exact  date  is  yet  to  be 
discovered,  William,  "the  black  McKay"— "black"  be- 
cause he  was  of  dark  complexion— built  the  stone  house 
for  his  wife,  Ellen  Oman,  and  their  family.  Here  David 
McKay,  father  of  David  Oman  McKay,  was  born  in 
1844. 

President  McKay,  when  a  young  missionary  in  the 
Scottish  district,  found  the  "auld  home."  As  he  stood 
this  August  day,  1953,  towering  higher  than  the  low 
door  to  the  humble  stone  cottage,  he  told  us  how  he 
knocked  on  the  door  54  years  ago.  He  heard  the  "tap, 
tap,  tap"  of  a  cane  on  the  stone  floor,  as  someone  came 
to  answer  his  knock.  After  he  had  introduced  himself, 
the  aged  lady,  another  McKay,  but  not  related,  said, 
"Ye'll  come  right  in,  and  yell  sit  right  doon."  And  this 
he  did,  to  enjoy  a  memorable  visit  during  which  the 
aged  lady  recalled  her  memories  of  the  family  of  the 
"black  minister,"  who  had  left  long  years  before  to 
join  the  Mormons. 

President  McKay's  face  glowed  with  warmth  and 
feeling  as  he  relived  the  memory  of  that  day  in  his 
youth  spent  in  this  "auld  cottage." 

Soon  after  noon  we  were  in  Wick,  where  President 
McKay  visited  with  David  Oig  (Gaelic  for  "young"), 
editor  of  the  John  O'  Groats  Journal,  published  in  Wick. 

After  this  we  retraced  our  way  back  to  Inverness, 
through  Helmsdale,  Brora,  Bonar  Bridge,  and  Ding- 
wall. At  Inverness  the  President  and  Sister  McKay 
and  Dr.  Llewelyn  McKay  took  the  Inverness-to-London 
sleeper  at  5:15  p.m.  Thursday— the  eleventh  eventful 
day,  our  last  to  spend  with  them.  The  rest  of  us  re- 
turned by  cars  to  stop  en  route,  to  London,  at  Liver- 
pool, for  the  district  conference. 


President  David  O.  McKay  taking  the  first  shovel  of  dirt  from 
the  southeast  corner  where  the  Swiss  Temple  is  to  be, built. 

The  President  and  his  party  arrived  in  London  on 
Friday  morning.  They  spent  the  day  resting  at  "Val- 
erian" before  departing  Friday  evening  from  London 
airport  by  Pan  American  Airlines  for  New  York.  Eleven 
eventful  days  in  Europe,  we  spent  and  will  never 
forget. 

Upon  the  arrival  safely  of  his  party  in  New  York, 
President  McKay,  thoughtful  always  of  our  interest  in 
his  welfare,  cabled  word  of  safe  arrival. 

We,  in  Britain,  rejoice  in  the  inspiration  of  those 
eventful  days.  We  feel  closer  and  more  secure  in  the 
knowledge  that  our  beloved  leaders  are  near— only  two 
days  away. 


New  and  Challenging  Assignments 


,rpwo  General  Board  members  and 
prominent  educators  have  been 
honored  by  their  selection  for  new 
and  more  challenging  assignments 
in  their  field.  They  are  Dr.  William  P. 
Miller  and  Dr.  Marion  G.  Merkley. 

WILLIAM  P.  MILLER 

r\R.  William  P.  Miller,  a  Weber 
College  graduate,  returned  to 
his  alma  mater  recent- 
ly as  president  of  the 
institution.  He  was 
named  to  succeed  an- 
other General  Board 
member,  Dr.  H.  Ald- 
ous  Dixon,  who  re- 
signed to  become  president  of  Utah 
State  Agricultural  College.1  Dr.  Mill- 
er was  the  unanimous  choice  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education. 


1See   "In  Recognition  of  Excellence,"  October, 
1953,  Instructor,  page  313. 


Dr.  Miller  has  been  serving  as 
assistant  state  superintendent  of 
public  instruction  for  the  State  of 
Utah  since  1951.  He  was  former 
superintendent  of  the  Weber  County 
schools  and  assistant  superintendent 
of  Ogden  City  schools.  He  received 
his  bachelor's  degree  at  the  USAC, 
master's  at  the  University  of  Utah, 
and  his  doctor's  degree  at  Stanford 
University. 

He  has  recently  been  assigned  as 
chairman  of  Teacher  Training  Com- 
mittee on  the  General  Board.  He 
was  coordinator  of  Area  3  and 
chairman  of  Course  No.  3. 


MARION   G.   MERKLEY 

F\R.  Marion  G.  Merkley,  assistant 

superintendent  of  Salt  Lake  City 

schools,  has  been  assigned  as  chief 


of  the  education  division  of  the 
Point  Four  Program  for  the  kingdom 
of  Trans-Jordan  in  the 
middle  east.  He  is 
making  the  trip  under 
the  auspices  of  the 
United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  Edu- 
cation and  Welfare. 
Dr.  M.  Lynn  Bennion  said  that  Dr. 
Merkley's  selection  for  this  important 
post  was  a  "mark  of  distinction  for 
the  Salt  Lake  City  schools  and  a 
fine  recognition  of  Dr.  Merkley's 
ability."  Likewise,  it  is  a  fine  recog- 
nition for  the  Sunday  Schools  of 
the  Church. 

He«has  served  on  the  Curriculum 
Correlation  and  Teacher  Training 
Committees  and  was  Coordinator  of 
Area  2.2  -B.O.H. 

2See  "Marion  G.  Merkley,  New  Board  Mem- 
ber," July,   1953,  Instructor,  page   194. 
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SUBJECT  TITLES  AND  DATES  OF  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSONS  BY  DEPABTMENTS 
CHUBCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF  LATTER-DAY  SAINTS 

1954 


COURSE  OF 
STUDY— 1953 

Course  No.  1: 

Sunday  Morning 

in  the  Nursery 

Course  No.   1: 

Sunday  Morning 

in  the  Nursery 

Course  No.  3: 
Joyful 
Living 

Course  No.  5: 

Living  Our 
Religion,  Part  II 

Course  No.  7: 

What  It  Means 

To  Be 

a  Latter-day  Saint 

Course  No.  9: 

Leaders  of  the 

Scriptures 

COURSE  OF 
STUDY— 1954 

Course  No.  1: 

Sunday  Morning 

in  the  Nursery 

t 

Course  No.  2: 

Growing 

Spiritually 

Part  1 

Course  No.  4: 

Living  Our 

Religion 

Parti 

t 

Course  No.  6: 

History  of  the 

Church  for  Children 

Course  No.  8: 

Old  Testament 

Stories 

Course  No.  10: 
The  Life 
of  Christ 

APPROXIMATE 
AGES-1954 

Nursery 
2,3 

Kindergarten 
4,5 

Primary 
6,7 

8,9 

10,  11 

12,  13 

Date  of  Lesson 
JANUARY  3 

We  Belong  to  a 
Family 

1  Had  a 
Heavenly  Home 

Unit  1 

What  Use  Am  1 

Making  of  My  Time? 

Why  Joseph 
Smith  Prayed 

How  the  Earth 
Was  Made 

The  Great  Plan 

JANUARY  10 

We  Have  Joy 
at  Home 

Our  Heavenly 
Father  Loves  Me 

Unit  1 

How  Can  We 

Learn  To  Be  Happy? 

What  Joseph 
Smith  Learned 

The  First 
Earth  Home 

War  in  Heaven 

JANUARY  17 

We  Have  Joy   in 
Family  Gatherings 

Our  Heavenly 
Father  Hears  Us 
When  We  Pray 

Unit  1 
How  Can  Children  Ap- 
ply the  Golden  Rule? 

Joseph  Smith  Had 
a  Heavenly  Visitor 

The  First  Family 

The  Plan  Begins 
to  Unfold 

JANUARY  24 

We  Have  Joy  in 
Family  Excursions 

Our  Heavenly 
Father  Made  This 
Beautiful  World 

Unit  1 

How  Can  Being 

Honest  Make  Us 

Happy? 

Joseph  Smith  Read 
a  Very  Old  Book 

A  Contrast:  an  Ark 

and  a  Tower 

Are  Built 

Two  Great  Messages 

JANUARY  31 

We  Have  Joy  in 
Family  Worship 

Our  Heavenly 

Father  Planned 

that  Everyone 

Should  Have  a  Home 

Unit  1 

What  Is  Another 

Meaning  of  the 

Golden  Rule? 

Some  New  Knowl- 
edge about  Indians 

Abraham,  the 
Faithful 

A  Command 

from  Rome 

FEBRUARY  7 

Our  Baby 

My  Mother  and 
Father  Love  Me 

Unit  1 

How  Can  We  Have 

Fun  in  Making 

Others  Happy? 

Authority  to 
Baptize  Restored 

The  Selfishness 
of  Lot 

When  Shepherds 

Watched  Their 

Flocks 

FEBRUARY  14 

Other  People's 
Babies 

1  Love  My 
Mother  and  Father 

Unit  1 

How  Can  We  Be 

Cheerful  and 

Neighborly? 

Great  and  Glorious 

Blessings 

The  Child  of  Promise 

Wise  Men  of  the 
East 

FEBRUARY  21 

Familiar  Animals 
and  Bird  Babies 

1  Love  My 
Brothers  and  Sisters 

Unit  1 

How  Can  Our 

Experiences  Give 

Us  Courage? 

Stories  about  Jesus 
in  America 

The  Bride  from 
Haran 

First  Visit  to 
the  Temple 

FEBRUARY  28 

The  Baby  Jesus 

1  Love  My 
Grandparents 

Unit! 

Problems  Related 

to  Local  Group 

Joseph's  Friends 
Work  Together 

A  Man  of  Peace 

A  Warning  in 
the  Night 

MARCH  7 

Heavenly  Father  Tells 

Us  What  Is  Wise  for 

Us  To  Drink 

1  Can  Help 

Make  My  Home 

Happy 

Unit  II 
How  Did  We  Get 

This 
Wonderful  World? 

Good  News  for  All 
the  World 

A  House  Divided 

The  Boyhood 
of  Jesus 

MARCH   14 

Heavenly  Father 

Tells  Us  What  Is 

Wise  for  Us  To  Eat 

1  Can  Help 

Make  My  Friends 

and  Neighbors 

Happy 

Unit  II 
What  Does  Spring- 
time Tell  Us? 

The  Good  News 

Brought  Thousands 

to  America 

The  Beginning 
of  Israel 

Preparing  the  Way 
of  the  Lord 

MARCH  21 

Heavenly  Father 

Wants  Us  To  Be 

Wise  in  Our  Play 

Our  Home  Is 

Happiest  When  We 

Do  Our  Heavenly 

Father's  Will 

Unit  II 
What  Did  Jesus 
Teach  about 
the  Awakening? 

How  the  Mormons 

Lost  Their  First 

Leader 

Joseph  among 
His  Brethren 

Communion  in  the 
Desert 

MARCH  28 

Heavenly  Father 

Has  Wisely  Planned 

a  Time  for  Us 

to  Rest 

1  Have  My 

Name  on  the 

Church  Records 

Unit  II 

What  Are  Our 

Promises  When  We 

Partake  of  the 

Sacrament? 

The  Pioneers  Get 
a  New  Leader 

Joseph  in  a 
Strange  Land 

The  First  Disciples 
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SUBJECT  TITLES  AND  DATES  OF  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSONS  BY  DEPARTMENTS 
CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF  LATTER-DAY  SAINTS 

1954 


Course  No.  1 1 : 
Ancient 
Apostles 

Course  No.  13: 

Our  Standard 

Works 

Course  No.  15: 
Life  in 
Ancient  America 

and 

Course  No.  17: 

Good  Tidings 

to  All  People 

Course  No.  21: 

Principles  and 

Practice  of 

Genealogy 

Family 
Relations- 
Adults 

Course  No.  25: 

Parent  and 

Youth 

Course  No.  17: 
Good  Tidings 
to  All  People 

and 

Course  No.  27: 

Teachings  of  the 

Old  Testament 

Course  No.  29: 

A  Marvelous  Work 

and  a  Wonder 

Course  No.  12: 

History  of  the 

Restored  Church 

t 

Course  No.  14: 

Principles  of  the 

Gospel 

Course  No.  16: 

The  Gospel 

Message 

Course  No.  20: 

Proving  Your 

Pedigree 

t 

Course  No.  24: 

Parent  and 

Child 

Second  Year 

Course  No.  25: 

Parent  and 

Youth 

Course  No.  26: 
Teachings  of  the 
New  Testament 

Course  No.  28: 
Teachings  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon 

14,  15 

16,  17 

18,  19,  20 

Genealogical 
Training— Adults 

Family 
Relations- 
Adults 

Family 
Relations— Adults 

Gospel  Doctrine- 
Adults 

Investigators 

Organization 
of  Class 

Influence  of 

Belief  on  the 

Course  of  Life 

Class  Organiza- 
tion and  Outline 
of  Year's  Course 
of  Study 

Preview  and 
Organization 

Preview  and 
Organization 

Preview  and 
Organization 

Class  Organization 

and  Preview  of 

Course 

Class  Organization 

and  Preview 

of  Course 

In  Search 
of  Truth 

Stages  of 

Human 

Progress 

Why 
Religion? 

Important  Facts 

of  Your  Own 

Life 

Introduction 

The  Blessedness 
of  Work 

New  Testament 
Perspective 

What  the  Book   of 
Mormon  Teaches 

Vision  of 
Joseph  Smith 

Freedom 

Through 

Obedience 

Why  a 
Church? 

Your  Parents 

and  Their 

Family 

Honor  Thy 
Father  and 
Thy  Mother 

Some  Principles 

of  Economic 
Righteousness 

The  Religious 
Approach  to  the 
New  Testament 

Authenticity  of  the 
Record 

Waiting  and 
Learning 

Mora! 
Cleanliness 

The  Gospel  before 
Jesus  of  Nazareth 

Your  Grand- 
parents and 

Their 
Descendants 

The  Importance 

of  Attitudes  in 

Character 

Building 

The  Right  Kind 
of  Work 

The  Heart  of 
Religion 

Book  of  Mormon 
Concept  of  Man 

Origin  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon 

Personal 
Responsibility 

The  Gospel  before 

Jesus  of  Nazareth 

{Continued) 

Your  Pedigree 
Chart 

The  Importance 
of  Attitudes  in 

Character 
Building 

{Continued) 

Wise  Use  of 
Our  Assets 

Trust  God 

Man,  a  Free  Agent 

Purpose  and 

Mission  of  the 

Book  of  Mormon 

The  Problem 

of  Choices 

The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  the 
Meridian  of  Time 

Facts  Needed 
to  Begin 
Research 

As  the  Twig   Is 
Bent  or  a  Third 

Basic  Principle 

A  Full  Religion 

Requires 

Recreation 

The  Fatherhood 
of  God 

The  Purpose  of 
Man's  Existence 

Restoration  of 
the  Priesthood 

The  Church  of 

Ascertaining 

As  the  Twig  Is 

The  Quest  for 
Ultimate  Values 

Jesus  Christ  in  the 

Meridian  of  Time 

{Continued) 

The  Time  and 
Place 

Bent  or  a  Third 
Basic  Principle 

{Continued) 

The  Nature  of 
Good  Recreation 

God  Is  Good 

Book  of  Mormon 
Concept  of 
Immortality 

Organization  of 
the  Church 

We  Believe 
in  God 

The 
Apostasy 

Gathering 

Additional 

Facts 

Infinite  Variety 
Is  God's  Way 

What  the  Family 

Can  Do  for 

Recreational 

Maturity 

God  Loves 
the  Sinner 

Book  of  Mormon 
Concept  of  God 

How  Our  Church 
Spreads 

Review 

The  Apostasy 

(Continued) 

Utilizing 
Church 
Records 

Maturation 

Being  Different 

But  Not 

Separate 

Faith  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ 

The  Attributes 
of  God 

The  Church  in 
Kirtland 

The  Ante-mortal 
Godship 
of  Christ 

The 
Reformation 

Help  From 
Vital  Records 

The  Importance 

of  the  Prenatal 

Period 

Kinds  of 

Differences 

Which  Matter 

Faith  unto 
Repentance 

Jesus  Christ 
as  Father 

The  Church  at 
Independence 

The  Old  Testa- 
ment Law  of 
Sacrifice  and  Its 
Relation  to  Jesus 

The  Reformation   ' 
{Continued) 

The  Truth 
Test 

Review 

On  Being 
Pleasantly  Good 

Born  of 
Water 

The  Book  of 
Mormon  Concept  of 

the  Missicn  of  Jesus 

The  Saints  in 
Northern 
Missouri 

The  Mission 
of  Jesus  . 

Review 

The  Use  of 

Family 
Traditions 

Expectancy  of 
Growth  at 
Various  Age 
Levels  (1st  Year) 

Growth  for  a 
Price 

Born  of 
the  Spirit 

The  Need  for 
a  Savior 

The  Saints  in 
Illinois 

Christ's  Unique 
Status 

General  Religious 

Culture  of  the 

World 

Studying  the 
Known  Facts 

The  2- Year-Old 

An  Opposition 
in  All  Things 

Born  of 
the  Spirit 

{Continued) 

The  Need  for 
a  Savior 

(Continued) 
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Launching  the  1954  Course  of  Study 


By  Superintendent  David  L.  McKay 


(~\n  Jan.  3,  1954,  all  the  classes  change  to  their  new 

courses  of  study.  Except  for  the  Nursery  depart- 
ment, this  day  is  not  a  promotion  day  in  a  sense  that 
pupils  are  taken  from  one  class  to  another.  All  of  the 
pupils  in  each  group  receive  a  new  subject  matter,  and, 
if  the  superintendency  desires,  a  new  teacher  and  a 
new  room. 

The  Nursery  department  is  the  only  class  in  the  Sun- 
day School  which  is  divided.  It  is  here  that  the  superin- 
tendents' and  coordinators'  judgments  draw  the  divid- 
ing line  between  those  pupils  who  remain  in  the  Nursery 
department  (Course  No.  1)  for  another  year  and  those 
who  are  advanced  into  the  Kindergarten  (Course  No. 
2).  The  basic  dividing  line  is  age  4.  Those  children 
who  are  2  and  3  years  old  remain  in  the  Nursery  de- 
partment (Course  No.  1).  Those  who  are  4  and  5  years 
old  go  into  the  Kindergarten  department  (Course  No. 
2 ) .  A  mature  child  who  is  almost  4  years  old  on  Jan.  3 
and  who,  when  he  is  old  enough  for  day  school  and 
probably  will  go  into  the  same  school  class  with  older 
pupils,  should  be  advanced. 

The  Kindergarten  department  (Course  No.  2)  will 
study  Growing  Spiritually,  Fart  I.  This  is  a  new  book 
of  high  quality  prepared  by  Hazel  F.  Young,  Claribel 
W.  Aldous,  Margaret  Hopkinson  and  Erma  Adams 
Kunzler.  The  first  five  units  entitled,  "I  Have  a  Father 
in  Heaven,"  "I  Have  an  Earthly  Home,"  "I  Am  a  Mem- 
ber of  Our  Heavenly  Father's  Church  "  "I  Am  One  of 
Our  Heavenly  Father's  Many  Children,"  "I  Am  Respon- 
sible for  Myself,"  illustrate  the  type  of  the  work.  The 
lessons  within  these  units  are  all  directed  at  spiritual, 
moral  and  religious  growth  of  children  of  4  and  5  years 
of  age  and  introduce  carefully  prepared  activities. 
Superintendents  should  take  care  that  all  of  the  teach- 
ers of  Course  No.  2  use  the  new  manual  and  do  not 
repeat  the  old  one  used  in  1952. 

All  those  pupils  who  studied  Joyful  Living  ( Course 
No.  3)  in  1953  will  be  given  Course  No.  4,  Living  Our 
Religion,  Part  I.  Those  pupils  who  studied  Living  Our 
Religion,  Part  II  (Course  No.  5)  in  1953  will  be  given 
History  of  the  Church  for  Children  (Course  No.  6)  in 
1954. 

Those  pupils  who  studied  Course  No.  7,  What  It 
Means  To  Be  a  Latter-day  Saint,  will  study  Course  No. 
8,  Old  Testament  Stories,  in  1954.  Pupils  who  studied 
Course  No.  9,  Leaders  of  the  Scriptures,  will  study 
Course  No.  10,  The  Life  of  Christ,  in  1954. 

Pupils  who  studied  Course  No.  11,  Ancient  Apostles, 
in  1953  will  study  Course  No.  12,  History  of  the  Re- 
stored Church,  in  1954.  Pupils  who  studied  in  1953 
Course  No.  13,  Our  Standard  Works,  will  study  in  1954 
Course  No.  14,  Principles  of  the  Gospel. 

Those  pupils  who  studied  in  1953  Course  No.  15, 
Life  in  Ancient  America,  will  study  in  1954  Course  No. 
16,  The  Gospel  Message.   These  will  be  in  the  same 


class  as  those  pupils  who  are  now  studying  Course  No. 
17,  Good  Tidings  to  All  People,  and  who  have  not  al- 
ready studied  The  Gospel  Message.  The  Gospel  Message 
was  given  to  this  class  in  1952  and  some  of  the  mem- 
bers who  are  studying  The  Gospel  Message  may  prefer 
to  repeat  that  subject  rather  than  go  into  the  Gospel 
Doctrine  department.  They  may  do  so  if  they  prefer. 

The  adult  elective  courses  for  1954  are  Genealogical 
Training  (Course  No.  20,  Proving  Jour  Pedigree), 
Family  Relations  (Course  No.  25,  Parent  and  Youth, 
2nd  year;  or  Course  No.  24,  Parent  and  Child),  and  the 
Gospel  Doctrine  course  (Course  No.  26,  Teachings  of 
the  New  Testament) . 

It  is  not  advisable  to  teach  both  Parent  and  Youth 
and  Parent  and  Child  in  the  same  Sunday  School.  Both 
are  offered  by  the  General  Board  because  many  classes 
are  now  studying  Parent  and  Youth  and  will  want  to 
finish  the  two-year  course.  Some  wards  with  young 
parents  which  did  not  offer  Parent  and  Youth  in  1953 
will  prefer  to  study  Parent  and  Child  in  1954  rather 
than  begin  in  the  second  half  of  Parent  and  Youth. 

Teachings  of  the  New  Testament  is  a  new,  well- 
written  work  by  Lowell  L.  Bennion.   As  its  name  sug-  I  "N. 
gests,  it  lays  emphasis  not  on  the  historical  aspect,  but  I — y/ 
on  the  religious  teaching  of  the  New  Testament. 

The  Investigators'  course  (Course  No.  28.)  is  not 
elective.  It  is  not  intended  for  members  of  the  Church 
except  for  new  members  and  close  friends  of  investi- 
gators who  are  attending  with  their  investigating  com- 
panions. There  is  danger  that  a  good  teacher  present- 
ing this  subject  will  attract  older  members  of  the 
Church  into  this  class.  Care  should  be  taken  that 
members  be  discouraged  from  attending.  This  class 
should  remain  small  enough  so  that  the  investigators 
can  actively  participate.  The  course,  Teachings  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  has  already  been  studied  in  the  Gos- 
pel Doctrine  department. 

The  entire  organization  and  arrangement  of  courses 
of  study  in  the  Sunday  School  is  intended  to  give  the 
members  of  the  Church  as  they  mature  an  understand- 
ing of  the  principles  of  the  Gospel.  There  should  be 
no  substitutions  of  pet  subjects  by  the  teacher  for  those 
scheduled.  The  superintendents  will  do  well  to  see 
that  all  of  the  subjects  listed  herein  and  in  the  chart 
on  the  Inside  Back  Cover  are  commenced  on  time  and 
are  followed  closely. 

All  teachers  should  be  reminded  that  the  pupils' 
manuals  in  all  of  the  courses  from  Course  No.  6  up  are 
written  for  class  members.  They  should  be  used  by 
the  members  in  the  class  and  outside  it.  Every  teacher 
should  have,  in  addition  to  the  manual,  the  teachers' 
supplement. 

A  good  beginning  for  1954  requires  that  manuals 
and  teachers'  supplements  be  distributed  and  ready 
for  use  on  Jan.  3rd,  and  that  the  teachers  know  what 
their  assignments  are  for  1954. 
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CHRISTMAS  GIVING 


j-JIS  gifts  are  small  who  offers  wealth 

Without  the  will  to  smile, 
And  seeks  for  others'  happiness, 
That  shortens  every  mile. 

He  gives  the  most  who  gives  himself 

To  friendliness  and  cheer, 
And  works  to  help  his  brother  find 

A  smoother  journey  here. 

—Anon. 


Make  the  "Journey  Smoother"  .  .  . 

This  Year  Give  The  Instructor, 

It's  Twelve  Christmas  Gifts  in  One. 


Use  the  forms  on  the  preceding  page  and  mail  your  order  noiv! 
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They  Played  Their  Work  Away! 


"IA^endy  Jane  is  our  eldest  daughter.  She  is  blonde, 
blue-eyed  and  just  12.  Tonight  she  crept  into  my 
study  and  began  telling  me  about  her  recent  visit  at  a 
neighbor's  cabin  high  on  the  wooded  slopes  of  the 
Rockies. 

One  brisk  morning  as  the  cabin  group  finished  their 
breakfast  bacon,  our  neighbor  made  an  announcement. 
"I  have  a  new  game  for  you  youngsters,"  he  began.  "It 
is  called  'horses.'  Those  who  want  to  play,  come  with 
me  outside."  Some  six  children,  ages  6  through  12, 
scurried  after  him. 

"See  those  piles  of  pine  boughs,"  continued  the  host, 
who,  incidentally,  manages  a  large  dairy  in  our  area. 
"We're  going  to  ride  them  over  by  the  road." 

With  the  swish  of  green-needled  tails,  some  "giddy- 
ups"  and  prancing  feet,  the  boughs  began  to  move.  The 
roundup  was  a  quick  success.  The  youngsters  moved 
a  sizable  cutting  of  pine  branches  from  near  the  cabin. 
My  quiet-spoken  neighbor  had  made  fun  of  what  could 
have  been  a  tedious  task. 

I  am  glad  Wendy  Jane  told  me  that  story.  We  are 
going  to  make  a  game  of  some  of  the  nagging  chores 
around  our  little  frame  home:  making  beds,  washing 
dishes,  cleaning  the  basement  and  garage,  and  prac- 
ticing on  the  piano.  We  are  going  to  ride  more,  rather 
than  pull. 

If  you  stop  to  think  about  it,  my  neighbor's  trick- 
making  a  job  more  interesting— is  nothing  new.  Re- 
member Mark's  account  of  the  calling  of  Peter  and  his 
associates  by  Jesus?  The  Master  wanted  Peter  for  a 
difficult  job.  It  was  to  be  a  very  unpopular  one  — 
preaching  a  message  that  was  to  cause  Peter's  country- 
men to  rise  up  against  both  Jesus  and  him.  Both  were 
to  die  for  it.  Preaching  was  probably  far  from  Peter's 
experience.  He  was  a  fisherman.  He  and  his  brother 
Andrew  were  partners  with  James  and  John,  sons  of 
Zebedee.  They  were  probably  prosperous  fishermen, 
historians  point  out,  because  they  owned  their  own 
boats  and  employed  others.  To  follow  Jesus  would 
mean  a  big  financial  sacrifice. 

Mark's  account  does  not  say  that  Jesus  asked  Peter 
and  his  fellow  fishermen  to  drop  their  nets  and  become 
preachers  or  apostles.  The  Master  made  their  call  much 
more  interesting: 

"And  Jesus  said  unto  them,  Come  ye  after  me,  and 
I  will  make  you  to  become  fishers  of  men"1* 

There  you  have  leadership  at  its  best— giving  appeal 
to  a  job  or  a  request  by  making  it  interesting.  If  you 
are  a  superintendent,  how  interesting  do  you  make  your 
call  to  a  prospective  teacher?  If  you  teach,  how  inter- 
esting do  you  make  your  classroom  assignments  and 
activity? 

A  few  years  ago,  a  bishop  in  our  community  asked  a 
woman  to  teach  a  Sunday  School  class  of  boys  12  and 
13  years  of  age.  He  casually  referred  to  the  boys  as 
"wild  Indians."  The  teacher  accepted  the  challenge  by 

*Mark  1:17. 


RIDING  THE  BOUGHS 

Making  a  game  of  the  job. 

making  her  new  task  interesting.  Unofficially  the  group 
became  known  as  "Tribe  of  Very  Much  Wind."  Each 
boy  received  an  Indian  name.  The  class  studied  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  The  teacher  kept  in  touch  with  her 
boys  after  most  of  them  had  entered  the  armed  forces. 
Affectionately  called  "Nokomis"  by  the  tribe,"  she  in- 
spired them  to  higher  living. 

As  yet  I  have  escaped  the  experience,  but  I  sup- 
pose few  things  can  be  more  boring  than  a  prison  term. 
A  tall,  strong-bodied  Englishman  with  ruddy  face  and 
reddish  hair  spent  much  of  his  life  in  prison.  He  was 
an  unschooled  tinker  who  mended  pots  and  pans  door- 
to-door.  He  was  sent  to  prison  for  "irregular  preaching." 
He  made  his  prison  sentence  interesting,  though.  In 
prison,  he  lifted  his  pen,  and  gave  to  the  world  what 
was  said  to  be  second  only  to  the  Bible  as  an  English 
language  best-seller.  It  was  John  Bunyan's  Pilgrim's 
Progress— a  book  that  made  Christian  living  more  inter- 
esting. 

One  of  the  secrets  of  able  teaching  and  leadership 
is  the  ability  to  turn  the  glow  of  interest  on  a  seemingly 
difficult  lesson  or  task. 

Erwin  D.  Canham,  a  world  eminent  editor,  recently 
gave  a  luncheon  address  in  our  town.  I  have  forgotten 
most  of  what  he  said,  except  one  point.  He  explained 
how  comparatively  easy  it  is  to  publish  an  interesting 
newspaper— to  serve  up  the  sensational  stories  that  come 
over  the  wires.  But  to  make  a  newspaper  great,  he  ex- 
plained, you  must  make  the  really  important  news  inter- 
esting. "Make  the  failure  of  the  rice  crop  in  Indo-China 
interesting  right  here,"  he  said. 

Yes,  that  is  what  makes  a  newspaper— and  a  life 
and  a  Sunday  School  teacher— great.  Do  more  and 
teach  more  that  is  important,  and  do  it  and  teach  it 
more  interestingly.  Ride,  don't  pull,  the  pine  boughs. 
That  seems  to  have  been  the  message  to  Galilee's  fisher- 
men from  Jesus— the  same  Jesus  who  has  brought  more 
happiness  to  more  people  than  any  other  man. 

—Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


